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Regional Hamfests and Other Events 


May 2 Kent Island Hamfest, Graysonville, MD 

May 3 Hagerstown Hamfest, Antietam Radio Assn., Hagerstown, MD 304-728-7769 
May 3 Metro 70cm Network, Yonkers, NJ ' 914-969-1053 
May 3 Warminster ARC, Wrightstown (Bucks County), PA 215-674-5218 
May 3 Jackson County ARC, Ripley, WV 304-372-2849 
May 24 Memorial Day Hamfest, West Friendship, MD * 301-879-2785 
May 29-31 Atlantic Division Convention, Rochester, NJ 3 716-424-7184 
June 7 Ole Virginia Hams ARC, Manassas, VA 703-369-2877 
JJune 20 Raritan Valley RC, Dunellen, NJ 908-469-9009 
June 20 East River ARC, Bluefield, WV 540-326-3338 
June 21 Frederick ARC, Frederick, MD | 301-865-0865 
June 27-28 Field Day 

July 5 Murgas ARC, Wilkes-Barre (Dallas), PA 717-288-3532 
July 4235s Mid-Atlantic ARC, Kimberton, PA 610-293-1919 
July 18 Cleveland Amateur Radio Club, Cleveland, TN 423-479-6260 
July 24-25 Milton ARC, Milton, FL 850-626-7686 
July 25 Western Carolina ARS, Waynesville, NC 704-258-2639 
July 26 BRATS Hamfest, Timonium, MD 410-467-4634 
August | High Point ARC, High Point, NC 910-887-3039 
August 8 Tri-State ARA, Huntington, WV 304-743-9812 
August 23 Yonkers ARC, Yonkers, NY 914-969-6548 
August 30 Westchester Emergency Communications Assn., Yonkers, NY 914-741-6606 
September 12° Saratoga County RACES Assn., Ballston Spa, NJ 

September 13. Delaware Valley Radio Assn., Trenton, NJ 609-882-2240 
September 13 Butler County ARA, Butler, PA - 412-282-6777 
September 19 Western New York Section Convention, Hamburg (Buffalo), NY 716-424-7184 
Sept. 19-20 Roanoke Division Convention, Virginia Beach, VA 757-484-2857 
October 10 Bahia Shrine AR Unit, Orlando (Maitland), FL 407-380-2902 
October 16-17 ARC-Bradford Area, Starke, FL 352-473-3511 . 
Nov. 21-22 Southern Florida Section Convention, Tampa, FL 813-525-5178 


On The Cover 


Pictured on the cover of this months' issue of Auto-Call 
is Bruce Crabill, N3ZUY. Bruce was selected as the 
Foundation For Amateur Radio Ham of the Month 
Award for May 1998 (see write up on page 49). Bruce 
resides in Bowie, Maryland and is employed by the 
University of Maryland as a systems programmer. 


(Photo by Murray Green, K3BEQ) 
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By Jack Kelleher 
W4ZC 


FCC PROPOSES RULES CHANGES 
AFFECTING HAMS (Tnx ARRL Itr v17 #13. 
3-27-98) 


In a sweeping Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(NPRM Docket WT 98-20), the FCC has suggested 
several rules changes that could affect Amateur 
Radio, including replacement of the venerable FCC 
Form 610. “To Facilitate the Development and 
Use of the Universal Licensing System in the 
Wireless Telecommunications Services,” seeks 
comments on proposals to replace Form 610 with 
FCC Form 605; to permit automatic reciprocal 
licensing of foreign hams wishing to operate in the 
US; to privatize the issuance of club station 
licenses; and to require applicants and licensees to 
supply a taxpayer identification number (TIN) and 
to file electronically. The FCC also plans to 
consolidate the application procedures for all 
Wireless Telecommunications Services into a 
single set of rules. All of these proposals are part 
of the FCC’s efforts to implement the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau’s Universal Licensing 
System (ULS). 


The new Form 605 would apply for Amateur 
Radio and other services “not presently required 
to submit extensive technical data to receive a 
license.” The Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau is trying to drastically cut down the number 
of forms for the various services it administers, 
and to include all of its services under the ULS. 
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The FCC last November began initial 
collection of licensee data to populate the ULS. 
Using the ULS, applicants and licensees will be 
able to file, modify, and renew electronically. 
Ultimately, the FCC intends to require all 
applicants, as appropriate, to file all applications 
and notifications electronically. 


The FCC says it’s tentatively concluded that 
there is “little or no need to continue issuing the 
reciprocal permit” (FCC Form 610-AL) for alien 
amateur licensees because the license from any 
foreign country with which the US has a reciprocal 
agreement would “stand as the proof that the 
foreign operator is qualified for the reciprocal 
operating authority.” Reciprocal operation under 
the new regime would be “by rule,” which means 
no special action is necessary on the applicant’s 
part, and the elimination of Form 610-A. 


For club station licenses, the FCC proposes to 
accept the services of VEC-like organizations as 
volunteer club station call sign administrators. 
Prospective organizations would have to complete 
a pilot autogrant batch filing project before being 
authorized as call sign administrators. 


Under the ULS, applicants or licensees would 
have to supply a TIN, usually a Social Security 
number, or “its functional equivalent.” The FCC 
says this is “consistent with the requirements of 
the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996.” 
To allay fears of misuse of TINs, the FCC says the 
ULS would be designed so that TINs will not be 
available to the public and “only a small number 
of Commission employees would have access to 
TIN*information in conjunction with their work.” 
The FCC says a Privacy Act submission would be 
published in the Federal Register “to obtain the 
requisite public and Congressional comment and 
Office of Management and Budget approval prior 
to implementation of the ULS.” 


A text version of the entire rulemaking proposal 
is at http://www.fcc.gov/Bureaus/Wireless/ 
Notices/1998/fec98025.txt, (or see the link from 


Continued on page 7 
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MENMBERCLUBS 


Adams County Amateur Radio Society 
Alexandria Radio Club 
Amateur Radio Research and Develop. Corp. 
AMSAT - Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation 
Anne Arundel Radio Club i 
Antietam Radio Association, Inc. 
ARINC Amateur Radio Club 
Arlington Amateur Radio Club 

‘ Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 
Baltimore Radio Amateur Television Society 
Calvert Amateur Radio Association 
Capital City Amateur Radio Society 
Capital Hill Amateur Radio Society 
Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 
Central Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Chaverim of the Greater Washington Area 
Cheese Hollow Amateur Radio Society 
Columbia Amateur Radio Association 
Culpeper Amateur Radio Association 
D-MARC - Digital Mid-Atlantic Radio Council 
Department of State Amateur Radio Club 
Dulles Amateur Radio Group 
Explorer Post #80- Amateur Radio 
Fauquier Amateur Radio Association 
Federal City REACT Amateur Radio Club 
Frederick Amateur Radio Club 
Frederick Amateur Repeater Group 
Goddard Amateur Radio Club 
Green Mountain Repeater Association 
Hanover Area Hamming Association 


Historical Electronics Museum Amateur Radio Club 


IBM Amateur Radio Club 

Johns Hopkins University APL ARC 
KB3BOI Repeater Group, Inc. 

Kent Island Amateur Radio Club 

Laurel Amateur Radio Club 

Leisure World Amateur Radio Club 
Loudoun Amateur Radio Group 

MD/DC MARS (Navy Marine) Association 
MADRAS — 

Maryland Emergency Phone Net 
Maryland FM Association 

Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club 


Mercury Amateur Radio Assn., NE Area 
Metropolitan Communications Network 
Metrovision Amateur TV Club 
Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Assn. 
Montgomery Amateur Radio Club 
Montgomery Auxiliary Communications Service 
Moose Amateur Radio Club 
Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
National, Capitol ARES Council 
National Capitol DX Association 
Naval Research Laboratory Radio Club 
NOAA Amateur Radio Club - 
North Point FM Association 
Northern Virginia FM Association 
Northern Virginia Radio Club 
Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club 
Opequon Radio Society 
Pentagon Amateur Radio Club 
Potomac Area VHF Society 
Potomac Valley Radio Club 
Prince George’s Wireless Association, Inc. 
Prince George’s County ARES/RACES 
Quarter Century Wireless Association, Inc. 
Baltimore Chapter #20 
Del-Mar-VA Chapter #150 
Shenandoah Valley Chapter #137 
Vic Clark Chapter #91 
Washington Chapter #23 
Rock Creek Amateur Radio Association 
St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Association 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Patuxent Amateur Radio Club 
Stafford Amateur Radio Assn. 
Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 
Summit Amateur Radio Association 
Tri-County Amateur Radio Club 
T-MARC, Middle Atlantic Repeater Council 
Vienna Wireless Society 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
Washington Adventist Amateur Radio Assn. 
Washington Area Young Ladies ARC 
Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. 


Washinglor, DES 
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the FCC home page). The ARRL plans to file 


comments on the proposal, released March 20. 
Comments are due to the FCC 30 days after 
publication in the Federal Register. Reference WT 


Docket 98-20. The FCC will not accept e-mail 


comments on Docket WT 98-20. 


PERSONNEL CHANGES AT FCC (From 
ARRL ltr v17 #13 3-27—-98) 


D’ wana R. Terry has been named Chief of the 
Public Safety and Private Wireless Division of the 
FCC’s Wireless Telecommunications Bureau 
(WTB), which oversees the Amateur Service. She 
has been acting chief since January. Terry earlier 
served as chief counsel to the WTB chief after 
serving as a legal advisor. Prior to joining the FCC, 
Terry was an associate in a communications law 
practice specializing in mass media regulation. 


VIRGINIA ANTENNA VICTORY — MAYBE 
(from ARN 1075 3-20-98) 


Virginia may soon have the most Amateur 
Radio friendly antenna laws in the nation IF the 
_ Governor signs SB-480, which has passed both 
houses of the Legislature. 


SB-480 gives Virginia hams what amounts to 
an inalienable right to erect an antenna system. The 
_ Measure directs that all areas of the state be covered 
under PRB-1-like preemption language that directs 
all communities to make _ reasonable 
accommodation for ham radio towers and antennas. 


Areas of Virginia with population densities 
greater than 120 persons per square mile based on 
the 1990 Census cannot regulate antenna structures 
to less than 75 feet. Areas under 120 persons per 
square mile cannot regulate antenna structures to 
less than 200 feet. And no area can regulate the 
number of support structures, meaning that hams 
can put up as many antennas as they want. 


There is only one restriction that is of any 
consequence. It says that reasonable and customary 
engineering standards for antenna erection must 
be followed in all locations. But that in itself is 
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also a positive step because it makes sound 


_ engineering a state mandate and takes away the 


benefit of localities having final say on engineering 
and structure erection. 


In getting the measure passed, Virginia hams 
defeated two of the most highly influential anti- 
antenna and pro local government lobbies in the 
state. (ed: Not having seen the bill, I can’t say 
whether it specifically addresses community or 
development covenants). 


ARE COMMUNICATIONS PRIVACY RULES 
BEING MISCONSTRUED? 


The Communications Act of 1934 (The Act) 
included a section dealing with preserving privacy 
of communications. Section 705 of The Act 
prohibits disclosing and/or using the contents of 
any message to anyone but the intended recipient. 
It is unlawful under this section to use traffic 
monitored for personal or business benefit. 


Amateur and CB transmissions, marine and 
aircraft communications, broadcasts to the public 
or calls from ships, aircraft, vehicles, or persons in 
distress are specifically exempted. Also exempted 
are Government, law enforcement, civil defense, 
business band, public safety (e.g., police and fire) 
IF these signals are “readily accessible to the 
general public”. 


Communications capabilities not.foreseen in 
1934 have.led to changes in the Act. In particular, 
the Electronic Communications Privacy Act of 
1966 and the Digital Telephony Act of 1994 make 
it a criminal offense to intercept, disclose or use 
private wire or radio based communications - _ 
including mobile, cellular, satellite, microwave, 
cordless phone calls or paging. 


One limitation stemming from these 
prohibitions which has a potential impact on the 
design and use of equipment intended primarily 
for amateur use is the ban against companies to 
sell or import scanners which cover or can be easily 
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altered to receive cellular phone frequencies. In 
addition, scanners must not be capable of 
converting digital cellular frequencies to analog 
voice audio. 


Last summer Congressman Billy Tauzin (R- 
La), Chairman of the House Telecommunications 
Subcommittee, introduced a Bill (HR 2369) 
identified as the Wireless Privacy Enhancement Act 
of 1997. An article in the-WSYI Report for 
February 1, 1998 said that HR-2369 would have 
prohibited the sale of any scanner that could receive 
ANY commercial mobile radio service (CMRS) 
frequency including police, fire and emergency 
medical service channels, and made it illegal to 
monitor or divulge information gathered over 
frequencies allocated to CMRS. The bill would 
have also affected amateur and short-wave general 
coverage receivers: if enforced literally, scanner 
listeners would not have been able to monitor most 
of the frequencies below 30 MHz. 


Tauzin later said that he had meant only to ban 
any scanner capable of eavesdropping on private 
mobile phone calls in the CMRS and not restrict 
citizens from listening to non-commercial amateur 
and public safety transmissions. The bill has now 
been rewritten to protect wireless telephone calls 
and paging. Nevertheless, it has sown a seed which 
may produce an unwanted crop. 


The latest report on this matter appeared in 
Amateur Radio Newsline #1075, March 20, 1998 
under the heading “Don’t Believe all that you read 
on the Internet”. The Report says: 


“An incorrect version of House of 


Representatives measure HR-2369 posted to the © 


Internet is causing the wrong kind of knee-jerk 
reaction among radio hobbyists reading the story. 
HR-2369 is the Wireless Privacy Enhancement Act 
of 1998. As previously reported on Newsline, this 
bill has already been amended by the House 
Telecommunications Subcommittee. It has also 
been approved by the full Commerce Committee 
and is the version that will go to the floor of the 
House. 
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Unfortunately, the version of the bill appearing 
on at least one ham radio web site and quoted by 
hams to the Internet is a very old version. Thanks _ 
to the ARRL and other hobby radio groups, the 
revised version and its accompanying report go to 
great lengths to protect legitimate recreational radio 
users including hams, scanner enthusiasts and 
SWL’s. And as we have already reported, the new 
language does not include many of the original 
prohibitions. 


But, some hams have not taken the time to 
properly research the latest information on HR- 
2369 and have posted the inaccurate information 
to the various news groups as well as to the national 
packet radio system and several special interest 
ham radio remailers. Needless to say this is causing 
a lot of confusion. } 


It’s obvious that this problem is not about to 
go away on its own. Therefore, hams are advised 
to get their information on this and other important 
issues directly from reliable sources. There are 
many including the ARRL Letter, the WSYI 
Report, This Week in Amateur Radio, and, on 
Newsline. 


Note by the editor: This story illustrates the 
need for us Radio Amateurs to keep our eyes and 
ears attuned to'the news, and immediately bring 
these kinds of things to the attention of those who 
can make proper representations to lawmakers and 
regulators. 


Spectrum Protection bill introduced 
(ARRL Bulletin 22, 3-30-98) 


At the request of the ARRL, a bill has been 
introduced in Congress to ensure the availability 
of spectrum to Amateur Radio operators. The bill 
(HR 3572, the Amateur Radio Spectrum Protection 
Act of 1998), would protect existing Amateur 
Radio spectrum against reallocations to or sharing 
with other services unless the FCC provides 
“equivalent replacement spectrum” elsewhere. 
The bill was introduced March 27 by Rep Michael 
Bilirakis of Florida, a Republican, with the 
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cosponsorship of Rep Ron Klink of Pennsylvania, 
a Democrat. 


If approved, the measure would amend Section 
303 of the Communications Act of 1997 to preclude 
reallocation of any primary Amateur Radio 
allocations or diminution of any secondary 
allocations, and would block any additional 
allocations within such bands that would 
substantially reduce their utility to Amateur Radio, 
unless the Commission at the same time provides 
“equivalent replacement spectrum”’ to the Amateur 
Service. 


The bill points out that a basic purpose of 
Amateur Radio is to provide ‘’voluntary, 
noncommercial radio service, particularly 
emergency communications,” and that Amateur 
Radio has ‘’consistently and reliably” provided 
emergency communication during and after 
disasters. The measure notes that the FCC has 
“taken actions which have resulted in the loss of 
at least 107 MHz of spectrum to radio amateurs.” 


HR 3572 has been referred to the House 
Commerce Committee. An effort is under way to 
enlist additional cosponsors for the measure. 


MARS REPORT 


By Vinny Del Giudice WB2KQG/AFA2MI 
Virginia USAF MARS public affairs officer 


The Defense Department will continue to 
support the MARS program, according to a 
Pentagon report to Congress, though the Army, 
Navy-Marine Corps and Air Force programs may 
one day be consolidated under a joint command. 
“We'll survive,” said Bill Conaway, state director 
for Air Force MARS in Virginia. “It may be a 
combined MARS but are important to the country.” 


The report, from the office of Defense 
Secretary William Cohen, was requested by 
Congress to define a role for MARS in the new 
century. 


Amateur radio operators form the backbone of 
the MARS program, in its mission to provide 
communications support for the armed forces. 
Army MARS 1s staffed by about 5,000 volunteers. 
Navy-Marine Corps and Air Force MARS each 
have about 2,000 volunteers. In addition, a number 
of ships at seas are MARS equipped to pass morale 
traffic between sailors, their families and friends. 


The Pentagon report also noted replacing 
MARS volunteers with military radio operators and 
stations would cost millions of dollars annually, 
and require the construction of a global radio 
network. 


... submissions are due the 1st day of the month prior to the month of publication. 


Submit all Club Columns, Shack Sales, and commercial advertising copy to: 


John Queen, Editor, Auto Call Magazine 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
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American 
Radio 
Relay 
League 
Report 


By John Swafford, 
W4HU 


The purpose of the ARRL Report is to provide 
the essential news of interest to active, 
organizationally minded radio amateurs faster 
than it can be disseminated by our official Journal 
OST. We strive to be fast, accurate and readable 
in our reporting. Material from the ARRL Report 
may be reproduced in whole or in part, in any form 
including photo reproduction and electronic data 
banks, provided that credit is given to The ARRL 
Letter and The American Radio Relay League. 


GEORGIA HAMS RALLY TO HELP 
TORNADO VICTIMS 


Hams in the Gainesville, Georgia, area 
responded quickly March 20 after a tornado ripped 
a ten-mile swath through northeastern Georgia. 
The storm left a dozen dead and more than 100 
injured. Members of LARC-the Lanierland 
Amateur Radio Club—and Hall County’s ARES 
organization promptly set up anet on LARC’s VHF 
repeater and set to work handling what Hall County 
Assistant EC and LARC President Terry Jones, 
K4FB, called “a massive amount of radio traffic.” 


An Amateur Radio communications trailer— 
owned and sponsored by the Chattahoochee Baptist 
Association of Gainesville—also was deployed and 
set up operations next to the Hall County 
Emergency Management Agency command post. 
“The unit was set up and operating on emergency 
power in a matter of minutes,” Jones said. Jones 
also is unit director of the Baptist group’s 
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communications unit. 


Jones said the tornado knocked out power, and 
cellular telephone systems soon became 
overloaded and unusable. No telephone service 
was available in the affected area, so the LARC 
UHF repeater’s autopatch was pressed into service 
to make emergency phone calls until normal 
telephone service was restored. ARES members 
from Lumpkin, Gwinnett, White, Jackson, and 
Clark counties also pitched in to help, Jones said. 
He estimated that approximately 100 hams 
volunteered. 


Ham radio operators continue to provide 
logistical support for the American Red Cross in — 
the affected area. The Red Cross dispatched 
Communications Officer Chet Hallberg, KOTCB, 
to Georgia. Jones said hams will remain on the 
scene to assist with what he termed a “massive 
volunteer effort” this weekend to help with cleanup 
activities. 


NORTH CAROLINA HAMS MAKE 
SKYWARN COUNT 


Hams in North Carolina. activated a 
SKYWARN net March 20 to track severe storms 
that crossed the state and provide up-to-the-second 
reports to the National Weather Service. ARRL 
PIO Gary Pearce, KN4AQ, says that early on the - 
evening of March 20, hams reported several funnel 
clouds and tornado touchdowns across southern 
and eastern Wake County. Another tornado was 
spotted later near Raleigh-Durham Airport, and a 
funnel cloud was seen in Granville County. 


In Georgia—where the same line of storms 
caused several deaths and severe damage in the 
Gainesville area—ARRL Section Manager Sandy 


‘Donahue, W4RU, urged expansion of storm- 


spotting networks. Donahue blamed NWS budget 
cutbacks for the fact that residents were caught 
totally off guard by the storms. He says the 
NEXRAD and conventional radar at the NWS 
Headquarters in Peachtree City—some 100 miles 
northwest of the stricken area—simply cannot see 
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a tornado until it’s too late because the radar beam 
is too high above ground. 


He says the tragic experience points up the 
necessity for Georgia hams to expand the 
successful storm-spotter program, “so that more 
trained eyes can be out there, watching and 
reporting when heavy weather hits.” 


Donahue says Amateur Radio’s storm-spotter 
relationship with the Weather Service has been 
“very close and productive,” and Georgia will 
expand its storm-spotter training in the near future. 
“T hope the rest of the country will also,” he added. 
“The experience of the residents of Hall, White, 
Dawson, Habersham and Rabun County Georgia 
should be lesson enough of the consequences of 
excessive budget cutting of vital services like the 
NWS. 


ANDY FELDMAN, WB2FXN, IS DAYTON’S 
HAM OF THE YEAR 


“Excited, still numb, shocked,” were the words 
Andres J. “Andy” Feldman WB2FXN, used to 
describe his reaction to being named the Dayton 
Hamvention’s 1998 Amateur of the Year. Feldman, 
of Coram, New York, is being recognized for his 
lifelong dedication to public service through his 
activities in ARES and RACES. 


Feldman has been active in public service since 
he was first licensed in 1962. He’s served as 
Suffolk County (NY) ARES District Emergency 
Coordinator and as Suffolk County’s American Red 
Cross chapter disaster communications chairman. 
Recently, he became Director of Communications 
for the New York Wing, Civil Alir Patrol. 


He’s also an active SKYWARN member. 
Feldman was in the forefront of ham radio support 
activity following the TWA Flight 800 disaster in 
July 1996, and during an outbreak of fires on Long 
Island in the summer of 1995. He works at 
Brookhaven National Lab as a technical contract 
specialist. In his spare time, Feldman says he 
enjoys OSCAR and packet. 
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The Dayton Hamvention Technical Excellence 
Award winner is Bob Bruninga, WB4APR, the 
“father of APRS.” In making the announcement, 
the Hamvention called APRS “an internationally 
recognized achievement.” Bruninga, who lives in 
Glen Burnie, Maryland, is being honored for 
creating and developing the Automatic Packet 
Reporting System, which became available in 
1293) 


“T should thank the other authors—the Sproul 
brothers, WU2Z and KB2ICI; Steve Dimse, 
K4HG; and Brent Hildebrand, KH2Z—for making 
it possible on all computers,” he said. Bruninga 
says he was surprised to learn he’d been named to 
receive the award, which he views as a tribute to 
the thousands of APRS users. 


“APRS wouldn’t be anything without them,” 
he said. Bruninga points out that “330 APRS 
digipeaters have sprung up all over the country.” 


This year’s Dayton Hamvention Special 
Achievement Award goes to ARRL Dakota 
Division Vice Director John B. “Jay” Bellows Jr, 
KOQB, who said the award was completely 
unexpected. Bellows, of St Paul, Minnesota, is 
being honored for his work promoting the limited 
federal preemption, PRB-1, which requires 
municipalities to reasonably accommodate 
Amateur Radio antenna requirements. 


In particular, Bellows gained exposure through 
his pro bono legal work in the Pentel v Mendota 
Heights, Minnesota, case (see QST Mar 1994, p 
91), which reaffirmed the original intent of PRB-1 
and imposed an affirmative obligation of the city 
to accommodate ham radio with the “minimum 
necessary regulation to accomplish its legitimate 
purposes.” 


All three awards are made annually by the 
Dayton Amateur Radio Association, which 
sponsors the Hamvention. They will be presented 
May 16 at the Dayton Hamvention banquet. 


Continued next page 
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ANDY THOMAS THRILLS FLORIDA KIDS 


Earlier disappointment turned into delight this 
week as youngsters at Westchester Elementary 
School in Coral Springs, Florida, finally got to 
speak with US astronaut Andy Thomas, KDSCHF, 
aboard Mir. The contact was the latest in a series 
of successful Mir-school QSOs that resumed in 
February after a lengthy hiatus. The first attempt, 
on March 12, to link Westchester Elementary with 
Mir via ham radio failed when the WSRRR ground 
station at Johnson Space Center was unable to 
make contact with Thomas, apparently a result of 
a radio problem 


There were no problems early on March 23, 
however, as W5RRR op Matt Bordelon quickly 
made contact with Thomas as Mir came into range 
and patched in the school via a telebridge link. Kai 
Siwiak, KE4PT, whose wife teaches at Westchester 
Elementary, says audio was loud and clear and 11 
questions were asked and answered during the 
contact 


On hand for the occasion were other students, 
parents, news media, members of the Motorola 
Amateur Radio Club, and a Coral Springs City 
Commissioner, The contact was transmitted live 
over the Motorola ARC’s 146.79 MHz repeater. 


FINAL PHASE 3D INTEGRATION 
UNDER WAY 


Final integration work continues at AMSAT’s 
Phase 3D Integration Lab in Orlando, Florida, as 
AMSAT remains optimistic for a launch 
Opportunity sometime this year. Serious 
negotiations with the European Space Agency for 
a ride to place the next-Amateur Radio satellite 
into orbit continue. 


AMSAT teams from several countries recently 
converged on the Phase 3D integration Lab earlier 
this month to install remaining electronic and 
communications modules into Phase 3D and get it 
flight ready. 
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In a joint statement March 18, AMSAT-DL 
President and Phase 3D Project Leader Karl 
Meinzer, DJ4ZC, and AMSAT-NA President Bill 
Tyan, W3XO, outlined recent progress made on 
the satellite. “After successfully recovering from 
the setbacks caused by the major structural reworks 
of last summer and fall, the spacecraft is now once 
again rapidly nearing flight readiness,’ Meinzer 
said. He expressed his gratitude to AMSAT-NA 
Vice President of Engineering Stan Wood, 
WA4NFPY, Integration Laboratory Manager Lou 
McFadin, WS5DID, and to other members of the 
Orlands Lab team, including Dick Jansson, 
WD4FAB, Rick Leon, KA1RHL, and Bob Davis, 
KF4KSS, for their hard work in preparing the 
satellite for the final integration phase. 


SOLAR UPDATE 


Solar savant Tad Cook, K7VVV, Seattle, 
Washington, reports: Solar activity remained high 
last week. Average solar flux for the previous 90 
days rose two points from 97 to 99. Solar flux 
was well above these values on each day, indicating 
a good trend upward. 


Looking at a graph of both solar flux and 
sunspot numbers over the past two months, a 
general upward trend becomes apparent. HF radio 
users can hope that the March 15 solar flux of 133 
establishes a new level of activity for the current 
cycle that will be sustained. A glance at the chart 
at http://www.dxlc.com/solar gives a graphic 
illustration of this. 


IN BRIEF: 


* February QST Cover Plaque Award: Charles 
Kitchin, NITEV, has been voted winner of the 
February QST Cover Plaque Award for his article 
“A Simple Transmitter for 80 and 40 Meters.” 
Congratulations, Charles! 


DXCC List price change: The DXCC List has 
increased in price effective April 1, 1998 from $2 
to $3. The new DXCC List incorporates the recent 


Continued next page 
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changes in DXCC rules and criteria developed by 
the DXCC 2000 Committee and approved by the 
ARRL Board of Directors. The price increase also 
reflects higher paper and production cost, and is 
necessary to maintain the production of the hard 
copy version of the DXCC List. For those with 
Internet capabilities, the DXCC List and DXCC 
forms are available at http://www.arrl.org. j 


* Ham gets Carnegie Medal: Elton Twork, 
KC8BZD, of Wyoming, Michigan, has been 
honored by the Carnegie Hero Fund Commission. 


a car just moments before it was demolished by an 
oncoming train. Twork, 24 and a'security guard, 
was one of 17 people across the country similarly 
honored. He was on duty when he witnessed the 
car—piloted by an intoxicated driver—as it crashed 
a barrier and landed on the tracks with a train 
bearing down on it. John Wittman, WK8X, of 
Grand Rapids, says the local sheriff hauled what 
was left of the smashed car to Twork’s award 
ceremony. Twork received a medal and a $3000 
check, which he plans to put toward his pursuit of 
an MA in public administration.—thanks to John 


| Nearly 18 months ago, Twork pulledtwomen from Wittmann, WK8K. 


FAR SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 


THE FOUNDATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO, INC., a non-profit organization with 
headquarters in Washington, D.C., plans to administer sixty+six (66) scholarships for the academic 
year 1997-1998 to assist licensed Radio Amateurs. The Foundation, composed of over seventy- 
five local area Amateur Radio Clubs, fully funds nine of these scholarships with the income 
from grants and its annual Hamfest. The remaining fifty-seven (57) are administered by the 
Foundation without cost to the various donors. — 


Licensed Radio Amateurs may compete for these awards if they plan to pursue a full-time 

~course of studies. beyond high school and are enrolled in or have been accepted for enrollment 
at an accredited university, college or technical school. The awards range from $500 to $2500 
with preference given in some cases to residents of specified geographical areas or the pursuit 
of certain study programs. Clubs, especially those in Delaware, Florida, Maryland, New Jersey, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia and Wisconsin, are encouraged to announce these 

_ opportunities at their meetings, in their club newsletters, during training classes, on their nets 
and on their world wide web home pages. 


Additional information and an application form may be requested by letter or QSL card, 
postmarked prior to April 30, 1998 from: 


| FAR Scholarships 
6903 Rhode Island Avenue 
College Park, MD 20740 
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DX DX DX 


oC By John Kanode, 
N4MM 


THREE NEW DXCC COUNTRIES TO BE 
-ADDED TO THE DXCC LIST 


When the new rules and criteria for DXCC 
2000 become effective on March 31, 1998, it 
appears that three new DXCC countries, or entities 
as they are now called will be added to the list. 
One is the result of the slight reduction in distance 
when the rules were changed from miles to 
kilometers. 


This new one is part of the Solomon Islands 
and consists of the islands of Santa Cruz, Reef 
Island, Duff Islands, Tikopia Island, Anuta Island 
and Fatutaka Island. The combined surface of all 
these islands is some 926 square km, but they are 
scattered over 150,000 square km of the South 
Pacific. The largest Island in Temotu, Officially 
known as Nendo is referred to as Santa Cruz Island. 
This is were the first DXpedition will take place. 


About 1500 people live in Lata, where there is 
a small resort. This DXpedition will start on April 
1, 1998 and run for 10 days. The call sign will be 
H40AA. It appears that this place is not too difficult 
to get to and I am sure more DXpeditions. will 
follow in the future. 


The other new entities to be added are the 
Marquesas Islands and the Austral Islands in the 
South Pacific. These are the result of French 
Polynesia becoming a Point 1 entity. They will have 
a FO prefix and there is an amateur living on one 
of the islands. At present there are no known 
DXpeditions planned but I have been told that some 
are in the early planning stages. Getting to these 
places is not too difficult and I am sure they will 
be put on the air soon. The best thing to do is to 
~ work any FO stations that you hear. These islands 
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are part of French Polynesia and the Marquesas 
Islands lie to the North and the Austral Islands lie 
to the South of Tahiti. 


‘With band conditions improving each day, it 
should be easy to work these new entities on several 
bands. 


As some say, easy come, easy go. The DXAC 
and the DXCC Awards committee voted to delete 
Southern Sudan, STO. It no longer meets the criteria 
for DXCC purposes and therefore it was decided 
that it should be deleted from the list. 


This will be the last country to be deleted and 
added to the “deleted” list. With the new rules” 
taking place on March 31, 1998, any entity in the 
future that has changed and does not meet the 
criteria will be removed from the list. There are 
now 58 deleted countries. With the three new ones, 
the total entities on the DXCC list will be 332 after 
March 31, 1998 : 


UPCOMING DX CONTESTS 


ARI Intn’1 DX Contest May 2-3 
CQ-M Intn’! DX Contest May 9-10 
Baltic Contest May 16-17 


CQ WW WPX CW Contest May 30-31 
TIDBITS 


- Tris Colvin, W6QL became a Silent Key on 
February 18th. Iris was arenown DXpeditioner and 
along with her late husband, Lloyd, W6KG, 
activated many rare DX locations over the past 30 
years. She and Lloyd were avid QSLers and had 
one of the world’s largest collection of QSL cards. 
Iris was a member of the DXCC Honor Roll, 
president of the YASME Foundation and past 
president of the Northern California DX Club. She 
and Lloyd were inducted in the CQ DX Hall of 
Fame in 1996. Lloyd and Iris left an endowment 
to the ARRL several years ago to be used for 
financial support to deserving DXpeditions. 


Continued next page. 
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The 1997 DXCC Yearbook is out. The lead 
article is the VKOIR, Heard Island DXpedition. Chapter X 
There is a great article on the 100 Most needed 


Countries. 
aa Seccety “t= 
The April ARRL DXCC List has been sent to 
the printer and should be available in a few weeks. of Wereless He cCOuecets 
The cost is $3.00 and it can be ordered from ARRL . 
in Newington, CT. THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
| . OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 
According to several reports, the prefix for . 
Pitcairn Island will change from VR6 to VP6 on For Information Call 


“May 1, 1998. For you long time DXers, VP6 used (703) 536-9537 
to be the prefix for Barbados back in 1967. 


ANNE ARUNDEL RADIO CLUB 
TWO METER CHILDRENS NET 


The Anne Arundel Radio Club (AARC) is sponsoring a Children’s Net on the 
1st, 3rd and Sth Saturdays of the month at 7 PM local time on the 147.105+ 
Davidsonville, Maryland repeater. 


The purpose of the net is to give youth an opportunity to experience and learn 
about amateur radio through participation and develop new interests within our 
communities. Each net will have a theme question to start the net discussion 
and get things going. 


Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles, Moms and Dads, this is a time to give your 
children and neighborhood friends’ children some air time and meet other kids 
on the air. All licensed hams who can reach the AARC repeater are encouraged 
-to check in with or without a child and participate in the discussion. 

On April 4th, 1998 we had our first net and it was a great time. Children of all 
ages joined in. It was a great time! 


We also need licensed AARC operators for net control operators. Please 
contact Doug Ellmore/N3XQP via the Internet at n3xqp @amsat.org or via the 
AARC 147.105+ repeater during the daily commute for more information. 


TNX, 73 Doug/N3XQP 
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K3VOA | 
10-Meter Contes 


by:Leo Boberschmidt, W3LEO 


“CQ Contest, CQ Contest, this is K3VOA, 
Kilowatt Three Voice Of America from the District 
of Columbia, QRZed.” 


Once again, the Potomac Valley Radio Club 
[PVRC] had the chance to have a team of members 
operate from the K3VOA station in the District of 
Columbia [DC] for the 10-Meter contest in 
December 1997. Thanks to the hospitality of the 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club [VOA- 
ARC], PVRC would be able to put the DC 
multiplier on the air for this contest. 


PREPARATION 


In previous years, Ed Steeble, K3IXD, had 
been team captain for the PVRC effort but work 
schedules would not allow that this time and he 
asked me if I would take over. I had operated from 
K3VOA this past 4th of July during a special event 
operation by the MADRAS club but had not been 
involved with the previous PVRC contest efforts. 


So, in the weeks before the contest, 
preparations were taken to field a PVRC team for 
this event. After a number of telephone calls and 
several e-mails, we had a team of five operators 
ready. [We ended up with three operators]. 

The next step was to get the team info to the 
VOA because we were not employees and would 
need access to the building on the Friday night and 
the Saturday and Sunday of the contest. There 
followed a series of e-mails to Al Brown, KZ3AB, 
President of the VOA-ARC. [This was a great 
example of how Internet access compliments ham 
radio activities]. 


I accepted Al’s invitation to come down for the 


VOA-ARC’s club meeting on December 10th, the 
Wednesday before the contest, to talk to the club 
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and to check out the equipment. And so, on that 
Wednesday morning, I took the Metro downtown 
and went to the VOA’s Cohen Building on 3rd St. 
between C St and Independence Ave SW [It is 
always exciting for me to visit VOA: I started my 
“radio activity” as a short wave listener from St. 
Louis and listened to VOA programs from there 
and then from West Africa while I was with the 


Peace Corps]. I met Al in the lobby and we headed 
back to the elevators; I looked ahead and saw a - 
group coming toward us with lights and video 
cameras: it was Chinese dissident Wei Jingsheng, 
heading out after taping some program. 


Leo Boberecisnias W3LEO at the controls. 


The VOA-ARC ham shack is located in a large 
room in a “penthouse” structure on the roof of the 
Cohen Building. The HF equipment includes a 
Kenwood TS-440, a Heathkit SB-200 amp with 
about 400 watts out on 10 meters, and a Cushcraft . 
A3 tri-bander on the roof of the penthouse. There 
was also a computer and TNC for connecting to 
the local PacketCluster. This room has windows 
overlooking the Mall ard a view of the Capitol 
building: a fine operating location, indeed. During 
the club meeting, I thanked all for giving PVRC 
the opportunity to put the DC multiplier on the air 
for the contest. During the meeting, Al announced 
that we would have some visitors and shortly after 
the meeting we had the chance to meet Baatar, 
JT1IBG & Choc, JT1CO, who were visiting the 
VOA from Mongolia. Always fun to meet hams 
you’ve worked, especially someone from JT. 


May 1998 


THE CONTEST TEAM 
The following were the PVRC operators for 
the contest: 


- W3LEO - Leo Boberschmidt 
N3NT - Craig Lee 
WB2DNE - Ed Kucharski [now K3DNE] 


THE CONTEST 


On the Wednesday that I went down for the 
club meeting, I listened in to 10 meters from home 
and was very happy to hear Europe coming in with 
strong signals; at VOA, Europe was still coming 
in at midday and I hoped this was an indication of 
great propagation for the contest. But then on 
Thursday, the A Index shot up and 10 meters 
’ seemed almost dead. Oh no! Not a 10-meter contest 
where you spend most of your time calling CQ! 


After gathering equipment from K3IXD, I 
headed down to VOA on Friday evening for the 
first few hours of the contest. I had with me a Heil 
headset with boom mike, a laptop loaded with CT 
contest software, a voice keyer, a foot switch, and 
various other bits and pieces. I had not used CT 
before but I had a good intro from K3IXD. At 0000 
the contest began and my first QSO was KKOSS 
in Kansas. 


And so, we were off and running; or, 
considering my inexperience with CT, off and 
shuffling. Band conditions were not too bad and 
after a few hours there were 85 Q’s and 20 
multipliers in the log. However, I knew it was time 
to head home for some sleep when it took me a 
while to get CT to accept the call WOOVT since I 
kept typing an O instead of a zero. Why are the 
“OQ” and the “0” so close together?!?! 


Ed, WB2DNE, joined me on Saturday 
morning; Craig, N3NT brought some of his own 
equipment down and started on CW on Sunday 
morning and I joined him at midday. We would 
each work about an hour and then swap off. Ed 
and I had some fun on Saturday with contacts to 
ZL and FK but no Europe. Craig was able to work 
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several Europe stations on CW Sunday morning. 
As expected, we all had a lot of DX stations from 
the Caribbean and South and Central America. 


Conditions were not as good as the previous 
Wednesday but they were a LOT better that the 
previous year. By about 1930 Sunday afternoon 
contacts were really slowing down on CW and SSB 
and we decided to start closing up. I had a few 
more Q’s, including an 8P multiplier and then we 
pulled the switch. We both had other commitments 
and were both tired. Our last Q was PU2WKG at 
2015 UTC. We missed the opening to Florida 
Sunday evening but still did a credible job in the 
time we had available. 


THE RESULTS 


CW: 155 QSOs with 32 states/provinces and 
19 countries 
SSB: 351 QSOs with 39 states/provinces and 16 
countries 
Total: 506 QSOs and ~140,000 points 


Between the two modes, we had 41 different 
states, 7 provinces, and 29 countries; not a bad 
effort at this point in the solar cycle. In the U.S. 
we missed AK, GA, HI, KY, MI, NC, ND, RI, SC, 
and UT. [Hmmmm, should have been able to work 
some of those; oh, well — next year]. 


THE THANK YOU’S 


First.and foremost, our sincere thanks to Al 
Brown, KZ3AB, and ALL the members of the 
VOA-ARC for the opportunity and the very warm 
welcome. Thanks also to VOA-ARC member Carl 
Lagoda, W3CL, for tuning up the SB-200 and 
having the computer set up so we could use the 
PacketCluster spotting net. 


Thanks to Kathryn [Ed - K3DNE’s wife] for 
letting us use her laptop. Thanks to K3IXD for 
getting the equipment together and giving me a 
quick tutorial on CT. And, finally, thanks to my 
team members, Craig-N3NT and Ed-K3DNE. CU 
all next year....... 
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Minutes 


March 11, 1998. 
Alexandria, VA 


* FAR President, Chuck Sommer (N4OSD), 
called the meeting to order at 8:05 p.m. at Lee 
Center in Alexandria Virginia. 


* The attendees introduced themselves There 
were 23 trustees in attendance representing 21 
member organizations. They were: 


Charles Johnson, N3HFO 

Anne Arundel Radio Club 
Tony Young, WA3 YLO 

Anne Arundel Radio Club 
Al Brown, KZ3AB_ 

Antietam Radio Association & MEPN 
W. Page Pyne, WA3EOP 

Antietam RA & Cheese Hollow ARS 
Dennis Bodson, W4PWF 

Arlington Amateur Radio Club 
George Saunders, KR4MU 

Arlington Amateur Radio Club 
Donald Kirby, KR3A 

Calvert Amateur Radio Association 
Steven Urguiza, N3IDX 

Calvert Amateur Radio Association 
Marcia L. Miller, KD4ITP 

Dulles ARG/Sterling Park ARC 
Chip Weems, W4PBG 

Historical Electronics Museum ARC“ * 
Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY 

Laurel Amateur Radio Club 
Tim Dugan, KA3YYP 

MD/DC MARS Assoc 
Marry Morris, N4TCI 

Mt. Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
Lenny Schachter, N3RPQ 

Natl Cap ARES Cncl & MADRAS 
Jeanne Rexroad, N4GZI 

Natl Cap ARES Cncl & Mt Vernon 
Phil Schroeder, KF4AJZ 

Northern Virginia FM Association 
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Chuck Sommer, N4OSD 
PG Co RACES/ARES 
John Swafford, W4HU 
QCWA Chapter 91/Dept. of State ARC 
Wayne A. Koehler, KE4PMS 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Ted Ruble, KQ4TL 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Jim Rose, N3FEW 
‘ Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Hugh Katz, KB3TB 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
John Wood, WA5IPR 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 


* Secretary’s Report - The February minutes 
were approved with noted corrections to names and 
call signs. Page Pyne’s call sign was corrected 
from W3EOP to WA3EOP and Dan Blasberg’s 
name was corrected from Don to Dan. Secretary 
Al Brown (KZ3AB) was absent at the February 
meeting and thanks Mary Morris (N4TCI) for | 
stepping in. 


* The Treasurer’s Report was given by Charles 
Johnson (N3HFO) and accepted. 


* Auto-Call - John Swafford (W4HU) read a 
portion of a QCWA Chapter 91 Newsletter praising 
Auto-Call magazine. He also reported that there 
were 44 Auto-Call transactions at the FrostFest. 
Tony Young (WA3YLO) is still looking for 
nominations for “Ham of the Month” and requested 
that trustees carry this request back to their clubs 
so that deserving hams can be recognized in 
AutoCall. 


* Survivor’s Assistance - Tony Young 
(WA3YLO) reported that he holds a partial list of 
equipment for sale which was reviewed by 
attendees. He also expects to be receiving more 
equipment from estates in Essex, Lanham and 
Derwood, Maryland. 


* Scholarship Committee - Scholarship 
Chairman Hugh Turnbull (W3ABC) was not 


Continued next page 
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present, so there was no report. 
* ARRL Report — There was no ARRL Report. 


* FARFest — FARFest 98 Chairman Al Brown 
(KZ3AB) announced that everyone interested in 
attending the FARFest 98 Committee meeting is 
invited to his QTH on Wednesday March 18 at 7:00 
pm for a dinner-meeting. Talk-in will be on 
146.550 MHZ. 


Directions are: Take I-95 to exit 35B, MD-216 
W; MD-216 west to first traffic light; turn left; go 


to stop sign at the top of hill; turn left; go 400 yards - 


to first street on right (Tower Drive); 4th house on 
the left on Tower Drive. The number is 8645. Al’s 
wife, Debbie, is planning to serve a coq au vin 
dinner and soft drinks. If you plan to attend, please 
RSVP promptly! 


Al Brown (KZ3AB) also passed around 
photographs of the proposed new location for 
FARFest 99, the Prince Georges Stadium, home 
of the Orioles farm team, the Bowie BaySox. So 
far, we have no contract in hand for that location. 
Tony Young (WA3YLO) is diligently working on 
that. Once a contract is signed, we can publish the 
new location information on flyers and on advance 
sales tickets to this year’s FARFest ( 98) and use 
the reverse side of the tickets to make the location 
change announcement. 


Old Business 


* Nominating Committee Report - Dan Blasberg 
(KA8YPY) and Lenny Schacter (N3RPQ) 
presented the slate of candidates for the election 
to be held next month. The offices and candidates 
are: 


-President - Chuck Sommer (N4OSD) 
representing PG Co RACES/ARES 


-Executive Vice President - Al Brown (KZ3AB) 


representing Antietam Radio Association and 
MEPN 
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-Vice Presidents - Hugh Katz (KB3TB) 
representing the Voice of America ARC 


- Tony Young (WA3YLO) representing Anne 
Arundel Radio Club 


- Mary Morris (N4TCI) representing the Mt. 
Vernon Amateur Radio Club 


- Mike Holland (N3 YGU) representing the Federal 
City REACT Amateur Radio Club 


-- Hugh Turnbull (W3ABC) representing the FAR 


Scholarship Committee 


- John Chitwood (K3RGB) representing the FAR 
Scholarship Committee 


- Dan Blasberg (KA8 YPY) representing the Laurel 
Amateur Radio Club 


-Recording Secretary - Dan Blasberg (KA8YPY) 
representing the Laurel Amateur Radio Club 


-Treasurer - Charles Johnson (N3HFO) 
representing the Anne Arundel Radio Club 


FAR elections will take place at the April 
meeting. 


New Business 


* An application for membership from the 
[Charles County ARC???] was reviewed and their 
check was turned over to the treasurer. Approval 
must wait until their proposed trustees appear at a 
meeting. Therefore, the application was placed “on 
hold.” 


* The Northern Virginia FM Association 
submitted an update sheet designating new trustees. 
They are: Phil Schroeder (KF4AJZ) and Ed Harris 
(KE4SKY). The new trustees were approved. 
Announcements 


George Saunders (KR4MU) reported that NWS 
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took possession of the transceiver donated by FAR 
and it works fine. George, on behalf of NWS, 
gratefully thanked the Foundation. 


The next ARES Institute training session will 
be held on June 13, 1998 at the American Red Cross 
Headquarters in Falls Church, VA. The cost is $10 
and includes a catered lunch on-site. For 
reservations, contact Lenny Schachter (N3RPQ) 
at +1 202 291 2189. Make checks payable to: 
“NCAC” and mail them to Lenny Schacter at: 1811 
Quincy St. NW, Washington, DC 20011. 


Chip Weems (W4PBG) announced that the 
AMSAT Spring Meeting will be held on Sunday, 
April 19, at 1:00 PM at the NASA Goddard Space 
Flight Center, Visitor’s Center in Greenbelt, 
Maryland. Talk-in will be on the WA3NAN 
repeater. (146.835-). 


Al Brown (KZ3AB) requested that those who 
have Internet e-mail and are not receiving the 
minutes via e-mail send their address to him at: 
eab @ibb.gov (or Al_Brown @ix.netcom.com). 


* A motion to adjourn was entertained and passed 
at 8:33 pm. . 

* The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
April 8 at 8:00 pm at Columbia Union College in 
Takoma Park, MD. See Auto-Call magazine for 
directions. 


Respectfully submitted, 
E. Allen Brown, KZ3AB - ZF2AB 
Recording Secretary 
Foundation for Amateur Radio 


National Capital ARES Council Public Service Calendar 


Cherry Blossom Parade - DC - N3RPQ 

Multiple Sclerosis Walkathon - Reston - KC4RON 
Bull Run Run - KC4RON 

George Washington Parkway 15K - K3IZ 

EMS Mass Casualty Drill - N4ZGI 

March of Dimes Walkathon - Leesburg - KD4DGQ 


May 15/16/17 
May 17 

May 29-31 
Jun 13 

Jun 27/28 

Jul 4 

Sep 19/20 
Oct 3/4 

Oct 25 

Dec 31 
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Dayton Hamvention 

Crystal City 10K - Arlington - KD4FRK 
Atlantic Division Convention - Rochester, NY 
ARES Institute - N4ZGI 

ARRL Field Day 

4th Of July - Lee District Park - K3IZ 
Roanoke Division Convention - Virginia Beach 
ARRL Simulated Emergency Test | 
Marine Corps Marathon - N4ZGI 

Alexandria First Night 


May 1998 


Amateur 
Radio 


Training 
Jonn Forrest WZ4A 


6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310 
(703)97 11-3905 


Please send announcements for training classes and club training contacts to WZ4A at the 
above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month prior to the Auto Call publication date 
(e.g., 25 December for the February issue). 


Alexandria RC 

Anne Arundel RC 
Arlington ARC 
Antietam Radio Assn. 
BRATS (Baltimore) _ 
Baltimore ARC 
Central MD ARC 
Dulles ARG 

Fauquier ARC 
Frederick ARC 
Historical Electronics ARC 
Laurel ARC 
Mid-Atlantic DX Assn. 
Madras 

MD Mobileers ARC 
Montgomery ARC 

Mt. Vernon ARC 
NASA/Goddard ARC 
Ole VA Hams ARC 
Pentagon ARC 

St. Marys Co. ARC 
Shenandoah Val ARC 
Southern MD ARC 
Southern Pax ARC 
Stafford Adult Ed 
Sterling Park ARC 
Tri-County ARC 
Vienna Wireless 
Woodbridge Wireless 
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Club Training Contacts 


Rich Adamy KA4GFY 
Tony Young WA3YLO 
Mike Callaham NW3V 
Robert Long KD3JK 
Joe Chidester W3SHZ 


HAM-TALK, BARC Voice Mail 


Jim Tilton KD3JA 
Michael Weber WB8RDN 
Neil Spokes AB4YK 

Hal Silverman W3HWC 
Rol Anders K3RA 

Pud Reaver W3 YD 
Michael Vaia, WB8VBW 
Larry Ziecheck, N3GKZ 
Bruce Colburn AA3KR 
Rocky Jones KC4UXO 
John Forrest WZ4A. 
Vikki Gigante KA3PVS 
Charles Dale WA4YGI 
David Boyd K9MX 
Peter Butt WA3UMY 
Fred Wetzel W4KRT 

Vic Curtis WA3 YUV 
Dwayne Kincaid WD80YG 
Jerry Mullinix AC4HK 
Forrest Snyder N4UTY 
John Creel WB3GXW 


‘Kerry Kingham, WA4BQM 


Jim Duffey WD4AIR 


AUTOLS CALL 


(703) 644-3920 
(301) 262-1917 
(703) 241-5618 
(301) 824-5132 
(410) 602-0353 


(410) HAM-TALK x3835 


(301) 552-0012 
(703) 450-2304 
(540) 364-3861 
(301) 831-7946 
(410) 969-0410 
(301) 498-6293 
(301) 738-3861 
(301) 984-6113 
(410) 437-1891 
(301) 216-5210 
(703) 971-3905 
(301) 249-2609 
(703) 361-3091 
(540) 659-6241 
(301) 862-2214 


_ (540) 678-0394 


(301) 888-1388 
(410) 586-2177 
(540) 659-3905 
(703) 430-4149 
(301) 572-5124 
(703) 691-2719 
(703) 491-3170 
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The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


A 
e) 
S; 


Washington, YE 


Volunteer JOHN FORREST WZ4A : 
Examiner : pees eb 
Cooperative (703) 971-3905 


* Effective July 1, 1998, the General Class written exam question pool (Element 3b) will change. All 
books and study materials not based on this new pool will be obsolete after that date. Be sure to use 
study materials appropriate for the current question pool. 


* Volunteer Examiners may refuse to test any applicant who fails to demonstrate to the VE’s satisfaction 
that the memories in the applicant’s calculator are empty. If you bring a calculator to an exam, please 
be prepared to demonstrate that your memories are empty. 

* Effective January 1, 1998, the maximum FCC authorized exam fee is $6.39. 


1998 Schedule of Examinations 


Landover, MD - DCMARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day 


Elkins, WV - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


Hagerstown, MD - Antietam ARA (Hamfest)(Mount.ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 
Fred Wetzel W4KRT (540)678-0394 


Warrenton, VA - Fauquier ARA (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Neil Spokes AB4YK (540)364-3861 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: Frank 


Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Sterling, VA - Dulles Amateur Radio Group (ARRL VEC) 
Contact: Mike Weber WB8RDN (703)450-2304 
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Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 


Contact: Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
Gregory Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 KUAN @visuallink.com 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Manchester, MD - Hanover Area Hamming Assn. (ARRL VEC) 
; Pre-Registration Preferred - Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Ed Davis KE2FN (410)239-8488 


Winchester, VA - Shenandoah Valley ARC (Mountain ARC VEC) 
Walk-In. Contact: Fred Wetzel W4KRT (540)678-0394 


Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested - Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Required. 
Elements 2, 3a, and 3b only. 

Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 John Forrest WZ4A 

(703)971-3905 


Landover, MD. - DCMARC (WS5YI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 Day 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested - Limited Walk-In | 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading!! 
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Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Cumberland, MD - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Manassas, VA - Ole Virginia Hams ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Harry Vorhauer W4PVA (703)368-6050 


Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
Gregory Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration Preferred, 
Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Bill Dobson N3WD (410)HAM-TALK 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, 
Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Elkins, WV - (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey K4EC (703)455-1510 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading!! 
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Middletown, VA - Winchester ARS (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Alan Moeck WA2RPX (540)869-1117 
Gregory Lanham KU4AN (540)722-4792 KUAN @visuallink.com 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, 
Limited Walk-In 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Manchester, MD - Hanover Area Hamming Assn. (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Preferred - Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Ed Davis KE2FN (410)239-8488 


Fredericksburg, VA - Fredericksburg VE Team (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Carolyn Cavanagh AC4SK (540)373-7076 


Hagerstown, MD - Antietam Radio Assn (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Suggested - Limited Walk-Ins 
Contact: Bob Long KD3JK (301)824-5132, rjlong@erols.com 


TRAINING CLASSES © 


GENERAL CLASS COURSE: Explorer Post 80, the Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
(MVARC), and the First Christian Church of Alexandria, VA will present an upgrade course for 
advancement to the Amateur Radio General Class license. The course will be presented be ginning 
on May 6 in the evening, followed by three Saturdays, May 16 and 30, and June 6. The location 
for the course is the First Christian Church, 2723 King Street, Alexandria, VA. The charge for 
the course is $15 for which the text, hand-outs, and software will be provided at cost. A VE 
exam for Element 3B will be administered at the completion of the course on June 6. For 
further information and to preregister for the course, contact Bill Schmitt KD4CNS at (703)960- 
9301 or e-mail at wmaschmitt@aol.com. Registration is required no later than Wednesday 
April 29. 


ELMER COURSE: The Mt.Vernon Amateur Radio Club will present an Elmer Course to 
help new hams become more proficient in the hobby by transitioning from license exam study 
to station building and actual amateur operation. If you have questions, problems, or are feeling 
left out of the amateur radio community, perhaps we can help. The course will meet from 
10:30AM to 2:00PM on the fourth Saturday of each month from January thru December at the 
Mt. Vernon Government Center on Parkers Lane in the Mt. Vernon area of Alexandria, VA. For 
information contact: Frank Lempicki, AA4ZS at (703)971-9304 or Chuck Haser, W3HSW at 
(703)660-6623. 
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Volunteer 
Examiner 
Cooperative 


EXAM FEES: 


* Check for appropriate exam fee. Fees and modes of payment 
for individual VECs and exam teams may vary. 

* ARRL VEC exams cost $6.35 

* Laurel VEC exams are free 

* Mountain VEC exams are free 

* W5YI VEC exams cost $6.35 


BRING TO EXAM: 


* Picture identification 
* Completed FCC form 610 (most VE teams will supply at exam) 
* Original and a copy of current FCC amateur radio license 
* Originals and copies of all active certificates of 
successful completion of prior exams 
. * Exam fee (check or cash depending on VE team) 


“GRANDFATHER” CREDIT FOR ELEMENT 3B (GENERAL WRITTEN): 


* Tf you presently hold a Technician class license which was 
first issued prior to March 21, 1987, you may be 
grandfathered for Element 3B (General class written exam) 
by presenting the original and a copy of the license dated 
prior to March 21, 1987 to the VE team. It is your 
responsibility to prove that you are entitled to 
grandfathering. Do not lose your original license! 


RULES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FAR VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE: 


. All submissions must be in writing 

. Date and day of week must be specified for each exam date 

. Point of contact and phone number must be specified 

. Sponsor and location must be specified 

. VEC must be specified 

. Exam dates up to 12 months in advance will be accepted 

. Deadline for submission is 25th of the 2nd month prior to 
publication date (e.g., January 25 for March issue) 


NYA Nf WN = 
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Artietan Kadi Association Presents the 1998 Edition of the 


Maryland 7 OC QSO Party 
August Sth 1600 - 0400 August Wh 
aud 1600-2359 August 9h 


Certificates are awarded to all stations with 50 
or more QSO POINTS in their entry ! 


AWARDS: PLAQUES to - High Scoring Single Operators inside and outside of 
Maryland-DC & to the High Scoring MDC CLUB & MDC Nov/Tech 
CERTIFICATES to - 10 Best MD-DC Single Ops, Best Each : State, DX, 
Canadian Province, MD-DC Mobile, MD YL, QRP Per State, Nievice: 
Technician Entry per State 


Its going to be 
another great party 
and you are invited! 


Optional Scoring Summary 
sheet available for S.A.S.E. 
from A.R.A. P.O. Box 52 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 


Rules : 
Phone & CW: CW QSOs in CW Bands only! Stations may be worked once per band 
using each mode! Only single operator entries from outside MD-DC Area. 


Non MD-DC stations mark only MD-DC. Maryland-DC stations may work anyone! 


Portables and mobiles that change counties may be counted as a new station in each 
new MD county! Sorry, no packet or repeater qsos allowed. QSOs part of a regularly 
scheduled net are not allowed. Only 1 QTH allowed for Club Category entries. 


Exchange: QTH and MAJOR CATEGORY of entry. QTH is County for MD-DC 

stations. Use State, Province, or Country as appropriate for Non MD-DC stations. 

MAJOR Categories are aa QRP, MOBILE, Novice/Tech, and STAN BAND! 
ti d send the that Tefle their HIGHE INT_V. 


Suggested Frequencies: Voice - 3.92 7.23 14.268 21.37 28.38 50.15 + 
Simplex Frequencies all bands 2 Meters and Higher HF Mobiles up 10 KHz! 
CW 3.643 3.701 7.635 7.126 14.04 21.115 28.04 28.115 + VHF & UHF CW 
Especially try CW on the odd half hours Example 1730 1930 2130 2330z 


Scoring: Add up the QSO POINTS & Multiply by sum of the Multipliers. 
QSO POINTS - 10 points per club station QSO 5 points per Mobile QSO 
4 points per QRP or Novice/Tech QSO 3 points for CW or RTTY or ATV QSO 
1 point for any other valid contact. Highest single point value applies. 

_ Multipliers - Non-MD-DC Each MD County + Baltimore City + DC (25 possible) 
MD-DC Stations - the basic 25 above + 49 other states + Provinces + DX Countries 
Multipliers may be claimed once. They Do Not Repeat On Each Band! 


ENTRY DEADLINE: Send logs with S.A.S.E. by September 1, 1998 to the 
ANTIETAM RADIO ASSOCIATION (W3CWC) P.O. BOX 52 
HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 21741-0052 GOODLUCK! 


The Maryland FM Association, Inc. . 
proudly presents its annual 


Memorial Day Hamfest 
Sunday, 
May 24, 1998 f 


at the Howard County Fair Grounds 
Rt. #144, West Friendship, Maryland 


Time: 8.a.m until 2:30 p.m. - premises MUST be cleared by 5 p.m. : 
TALK-IN on WA3DZD/R Repeater (146.16/146.76, 223.16/224.76, and 449.0/444.0). 


Plenty of good food and drink will be available. Sorry, no private sale of food or drink permitted! 
Supplied by the West Friendship 4H 


[4 
i ; | Baltimere 
<-----. Frederick (28 miles) | ata 
. m 


Heward Ce. 
Fairgreunds 


1/4 mile 


Fairgreunds Rd. 


Frederick Rd. 


MB RT. #144 


DONATION: $5 Tailgaters - $5 per space 
Yable rentals (inside): Paid in advance - $20 At the Hamfest - $25 
Only PAID table reservations accepted. If you haven't paid, you don’t have reservations. 


For advanced reservations and information FSARC 
PO Box 19 
Annapolis Junction, Md. 20701 
E-mail - FSARC@aol.com 
Make checks payable to MFMA, Inc. Phone or Fax 301-879-2785 


All proceeds will be used for amateur-Radio-related purposes. 
Commercial vendors must have proper tax/license certificates available. 
All items offered for sale must be Amateur Radio related. 


Presents 
HAGERSTOWN HAMFEST 
and Computer Show 
Sunday, May 3, 1998 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM 


Hagerstown Junior College 
Athletic and Recreation Community Center 


, ON THE LEVEL -- NO MUD -- NO DUST 
' LARGE OUTDOOR TAILGATING AND PARKING AREAS 
FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS ON SITE 
OVER $1000 IN EQUIPMENT PRIZES TO BE AWARDED 
VE EXAMS AND SEMINARS 
LARGE INDOOR FACILITY IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER 
es VENDOR FRIENDLY ------- 


e ADMISSION: $5.00 per person - children 12 and under free 
¢ TAILGATING: $5.00 additional per space 
e VENDORS: $10.00 per table with quantity discounts arranged 
Setup Saturday 6:00 to 9:00PM - overnight security provided 


¢ VE EXAMS: preregistration requested 


Upstairs - VE Exams will be held at 9 a.m. at no charge by the Mountain 
VEC. Walk-Ins will be accepted. For more information on the testing 


session, contact: 


Leo Patterson, KQ8E (304) 289-3576 
Gay Rembold, W3DFW (301) 724-0674 
sm ene NO eae 
TALK-IN FREQUENCY: 147.090 + ARA CLUB REPEATER W3CWC 
CONTACTS FOR INFORMATION AND VENDOR REGISTRATION: 
DON JONES - KB8WHW 304-728-7769 CHAIRMAN 
BOB LONG - KD3JK 301-824-5132 COCHAIRMAN 
FAX 301-791-3010 CLUB FAX LINE 
TIONS TO THE GREAT HAGERSTOWN HAMFEST 
From Interstate 70 - Take Exit 32 B to Edgewood Drive. At Home Federal Bank turn night. 
The college entrance is located approximately 1.4 miles on the left. 


Maryland-DC QSO Party Summa 


Name Call 
Address 

City State___—s Zip 
County (Md-DC Stations) 


Scoring QSO Points 
# of Club QSOs x10 = 
# of Mobile QSOs x5= 
# of QRP QSOs x 4= 


# Nov/Tech QSOs __ x 4= 
#RTTY or ATV QSOs___—x3= 
# Sid CW QSOs 
# Std Phone @SOs x1= 
SUM OF QSO POINTS 


<< 
Go 
il 


MULTIPLIERS 


# of Maryland/DC Counties ...... 
# of Other States ...........00000.... 
# Canadian Provinces. ............ 
# other DX Countries ............. 
TOTAL MULTIPLIERS 


| FINAL SCORE QSO POINTS X MULTIPLIERS: 


NEW MEXICO 
NEW YORK 


Entry Categories 
___ Standard 


_ VIRGINIA 
WASHINGTON 


MARYLAND-DC COUNTIES 


ALLEGHANY 
ANNE ARUNDEL 
BALTIMORE CITY 


CALVERT 
CAROLINE 
CARROLL 
CECIL . 
CHARLES 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DORCHESTER 
FREDERICK 

GARRETT 

HARFORD 

HOWARD 

KENT 

MONTGOMERY 

PRINCE GEORGE'S 
QUEEN ANNE'S 
SOMERSET 

ST. MARY'S 

TALBOT 

WASHINGTON 
WICOMICO 
WORCESTER 


CANADA PROVINCES 


NORTH CAROLINA WEST VIRGINIA | ALBERTA 


LOUISIANA 
MAINE OHIO 
MASSACHUSETTS OKLAHOMA 
MICHIGAN OREGON : 
MINNESOTA ‘ PENNSYLVANIA 
RHODE ISLAND | 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
TENNESSEE © 


MISSISSIPPI 
MISSOURI 
MONTANA 
NEBRASKA 
NEVADA TEXAS 
NEW HAMPSHIRE UTAH 


NEW JERSEY VERMONT 


NORTH DAKOTA  WISCONS 
WYOMING 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
LABRADOR 
MANITOBA 

NEW BRUNSWICK 
NEWFOUNDLAND 
N. W. TERRITORIES 
NOVA SCOTIA 
ONTARIO — 
PRINCE EDWARD ISL. 
QUEBEC 
SASKATCHEWAN 
YUKON TERRITORY 


Antietam 
Radio 
Association 


Meetings: First and Third Tuesday of the 
month at 8 p.m. in the Conference Room at 
the Washington County Regional Airport, 
Showalter Road, Hagerstown, Maryland. 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 52, Hagerstown, 


MD. 21741 


Nets: Tuesday 7 p.m. 146.940 MHz.; Wednes- 
day 7 p.m. 447.975 MHz.; Thursday 7 p.m. 
147.090 MHz. 
Repeaters: 147.09+ and 146.94 -. 
Information: Donnie Sue Mulligan/ 
KB3A00 (301) 582-2984 


We have had some “summer-like” weather 
these last days in March. Hope it gets back to 
“spring-like” before long. 


The Antietam Radio Association and the Valley 
Amateur Television Society had their first breakfast 
on Saturday, February 28. There were several 
members of both clubs there and we really enjoyed 


the breakfast and the HAM talk at the Railroad. 


Junction. 


At the breakfast, Carlo Belella/K3ABH asked 
Dave Garrett/N3ZPC if he would consider being 
QRN editor, that’s the newsletter of our ARA. Dave 
said he’d try. Dave was also editor of his High 
School newspaper. We want to say THANKS to 
Carlo for editing the QRN for about 2 years and 
WELCOME Dave as the new editor. 


Our next breakfast will be on April 4, 8:30 a.m., 
at the Railroad Junction, 808 Noland Drive, 
Hagerstown. Come and eat breakfast with us! 


The second meeting of March was our program 
meeting. Melody Hall from the Weather Station in 
Sterling, VA. came to our meeting and gave the 
Basic 1 course in SKYWARN on March 17, St. 
Patrick’s Day. We had 25 at the meeting for the 
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SKYWARN class. 


We are getting ready for the Hamfest on May 
3rd. If you can help, please call Don Jones/ 


- KB8WHW or Bob Long/KD3JK to volunteer. We 


need your help! 


The Cumberland Valley Radio Association of 
Chambersburg, PA. is giving Novice/Technician 
Classes starting April 4, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., in » 
the Chambersburg Courthouse Annex. The ARA 
has an agreement with the Cumberland Valley 
Radio Association that we would alternate the 
Novice/Technician Classes. If you want to go to 
the classes or ask for any information, you should 
get in touch with Darrel/N3QBI as soon as possible. 


Until next time... 73, Donnie Sue/KB3A00 


Arlington 
‘Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meeting: Third Tuesday of each month, 7:30 | 
P.M., Red Cross building, 4333 Arlington 
Blvd., Arlington, VA. Nonmembers welcome! 


Net: Tuesdays (except meeting nights), 7:30 
P.M., 144.87/145.47 Mhz FM. 
Information: Mike Callaham, NW3V @ 
WA3TAI, callaham@tmn.com, 

(703) 241-5618. 


Www: http://www. geocities.com/ i 
CapeCanaveral/Lab/4306/ 


- President Jack WA4FXX called the March 17th 
meeting to order promptly at 1930L. Also 
attending were Tom N4BYF, Alan KD4FRK, 
Gerald N4GA, George KR4MU, Mike KA8OPJ, 
Dennis W4PWE, Bob K4RB (ex-AA4U), and Mike 


NW3V. 


The minutes of the February meeting and the 
treasurer’s report were approved as submitted. 
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Old business: Treasurer N4BYF announced 
that our club bank account is being moved to 
another institution, with a no-fee account. Thanks 
also to W4PWF for his efforts in the move. 


The club station awaits arrival of one or more 
computer monitors; as of the meeting, our request 
letter to a donor organization has not been 
acknowledged. 


W4PWE and KR4MU reported briefly on the 
recent FAR meeting, and the probable location of 


the 1999 FARfest in Bowie, MD. 


KD4FRK mentioned that SB480 had passed 


VA Senate and House, and awaited the Governor’s - 


signature. The license plate bill allowing ARRL 
logo has the same status. 


VERY old business: NW3V received his July 
1997 Beacon, delivered to the Red Cross. 


New business: KD4FRK described an ARES 
mock exercise planned for April 25 at the Nissan 
Pavillion, involving Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun, 
and Prince William Counties, several hospitals and 
other organizations, a variety of “ketchup 
casualties.” Erv Whalen KT4DS (PW EC) will 
lead about 37 operators in mocking. Alan will 
provide copy on the exercise to KA80PJ for 
inclusion in the minutes (not yet received). 


N4BYF mentioned that since almost all 
members have e-mail addresses, electronic delivery 
of the Beacon would save about $60/year in 
postage and printing costs. NW3V noted that the 
Bylaws require the Secretary to give notice of 
meetings by mail, traditionally done in the Beacon. 
Our few Internet-impaired members would 
continue to receive the Beacon by mail, 
decoratively wrapped in colorful advertising from 
the grocers. AT THE MAY MEETING, THERE 
WILL BE A VOTE ON AMENDING THE 
BYLAWS TO ALLOW ELECTRONIC NOTICE. 
KT4EL/mm was a few hours North of Charleston 
on the IntraCoastal Waterway, expected to reach 
West River late next week. — 


Page 32 


AUTOR SICALL 


The July program by W4PWF will involve 
slow-scan TV and probably the FAX 480 standard; 
August counters with APRS and software radios. 
After adjourning the formal portion of the meeting 
at 2036, we enjoyed most of the remaining half of 
the video, Empire of the Air. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Mike KA8OPJ, Secretary 


Baltimore 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Meetings: Twice monthly, 7:30 pm 
at Dulaney High School, 225 E Padonia Rd, 
shop #3... (June through Sept 97). -First 
Wednesday of the month -business meeting, 
Third Wednesday of the month - program. 
Repeaters: W3FT/RPTR 146.67(-), 224.24 
(-) (no PL) and 449.625(-)(PL 107.2) Note: 
two meter/220 Mhz. repeaters are linked. 


Club Net: Every Tuesday night at 8:30 pm on 
146.67/224.24. . 

NTS Net: Daily at 6:30 pm on 146.670/ 
224.240 

Club BBS: (410) 252-6238 (min. 2400 baud) 
Information: (410) HAMTALK 


Greater Baltimore Hamboree & 
Computerfest/Maryland State ARRL Con- 
vention information: (410) HAM-FEST or 
(800) HAM-FEST. 

Club Address: BARC, Inc., P.O. BOX 120, 
Reisterstown MD 21136 


HAMBOREE 


The Greater Baltimore Hamboree and 
Computerfest is over for another year. Last month 
I bragged that we were the largest hamfest this side 
of Dayton. At the show, we heard folks saying we 
are the “Dayton of the East”, which makes us all 
feel pretty good. Our aim is to put on a good show, 
put vendors and hams together, put vendors and 
computer folks together, and hope to showcase ham 
radio to some computer folks. 
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There were a lot of copies of “Now You’re 
Talking” going out of the grounds in bags between 
software boxes. There were 19 door prizes, 
including a computer and a VHF/UHF radio (won 
by a ham in PA). We had visitors who flew in 
from Wisconsin, and someone that came from 
Alaska to visit us. There was even a fellow who 
had his car towed the last 50 miles of his 300 mile 
trip to get here. 


All in all, it looks like we had over 17,000 
attend the two day event. We hope that everyone 
who attended enjoyed it. We welcome email 
comments to dwittich@concentric.net, or send 
them by USPS to GBHC, PO Box 95, Timonium, 
MD 21094-0095. : 


REPEATER 


Phil, N3CDY, spent two long days working on 
the repeater. The voter was replaced; then all the 
audio levels were adjusted. The machine sounds 
fantastic now, according to reports from all corners. 


- When the repeater was down, the Baltimore Traffic 


net was called on the 145.33 repeater. It’s a good 


thing, the way hams help others and repeater > 


owners make their machines available as backups 
for these public service activities. 


ELECTIONS 


Volunteers are solicited for the Nominating 


committee. Anyone interested should contact 


President Ed, N3WJA. 


73 for now, Doug N3 VEJ 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B 
Woodbridge, VA 22191 
(703) 643-1063, (800) 444-4799 


ANAHEIM, CA * ATLANTA, GA * DENVER, CO * NEW CASTLE, DE 
OAKLAND, CA * PHOENK, AZ * PORTLAND, OR * SALEM, NH 


SAN DIEGO, CA *SUNNYALE, CA * VAN NUYS, CA * WOODBRIDGE, VA 


Capital City 
Amateur Radio 
Society 


Meetings: 3rd Saturday of each month at 1200 
hours at the Woodridge Public Library, 18th | 
and Rhode Island Ave, N.E., Washington, D.C. 
Visitors welcome. 

Repeater: W3EIL 144.51/145.11 MHz, open. 
Nets: Regular net Wednesday at 2000 hrs, 
RTTY net Thursdays 2100 hrs, voice portion 
2145 hrs, all on 145.110. 

Mailing Address: CCARS, 1719 Franklin 
Street, N.E. Washington, DC 20018-2033. 
Information: Steve, W3ETX, (202) 526-1329 
or Chester, W3EIL (202) 529-9598, Joe 
K3UAL (301) 773-5074 EMail K3UAL 
@Juno.com. : 


About the club — The Capital City Amateur 
Radio Society is located in Washington, D.C. and 
was established in 1979 to further the art of amateur 
radio communication, serve the public and promote 
high standards in amateur radio. 


The club operates the repeater W3EIL on 


(145.11 Mhz. Our repeater system serves the 


Washington, D. C., Maryland and Virginia areas. 
We are an American Radio Relay League affiliated 
Club in the ND.-D.C. Section. 


Consideration for membership may be 
submitted to the Secretary at 1719 Franklin Street, 
N. E. Washington, D. C. 20018-2033. The monthly 
meeting, third Saturday of the month held at the 
Woodridge Public Library, 18th & Rhode Island 
Avenue, N. E. Washington, D. C. At 12 noon. A 
collation and Fellowship section is held after each 
meeting. 


Our Executive Board meeting was held at the 
McKindrie Church in March. CCARS spring and 
summer plans for activities were outlined. Board 
Members in attendance were Cyrus N3EPH, 
Chester W3EIL, Steve W3ETX, Willis N3LGB, 


John N3TCD and Joe K3UAL. 
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Central Maryland 
Amateur Radio Club 


Meetings: 4th Friday of the month at 7:30pm, 
at the Doctors Community Hospital, 8118 
Good Luck Road, Lanham, MD (no meeting 

| in December). Enter in the Outpatient | 
Testing entrance across from the Emergency | 

| Room entrance behind the main building. 
Take the elevator to the 5th floor and exit left, 
the meeting room (DSE Room) is on the right. 
Repeater: N3EZD/R 145.230 Mhz. Users 
must transmit a 110.9 Hz CTCSS Tone for full 
area coverage. No tone necessary for local 
coverage. 
Net: Every Tuesday, ne eae 145.230 MHz 

| repeater. 

| Mailing Address: Central Maryland Amateur 

| Radio Club, P. O. Box 788, Greenbelt, MD | 

| 20768-0788. 
Information: Jim Tilton, Pres. -KD3JA, 01) 
552-0012.) 
Web Page: http://www.erols.com/jctilton/ 
cmarc/. 


General Class License Training Class 


CMARC had offered a weekly General Class 
License Training Class. However, interest was not 
sufficient for a comprehensive course. Instead, 
CMARC has initiated Morse Code practice nets at 
9pm on Wednesday and Thursday evenings and 
11am Saturday morning over the N3EZD repeater. 
At a later date we will conduct a couple cram 
sessions on technical areas nominated by the Morse 
Code practice net participants. For more 
information call Jim/KD3JA at (301) 552-0012 or 
send e-mail to jctilton@erols.com. 


To facilitate the Morse Code practice net, 
several club members either have or will be 
building the circuit featured in the July 1997 QST 
that allows many hand-held FM transceivers to 


send MCW (modulated CW). Contact Jim/KD3JA_ | 
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_if you would also like to build this circuit for your. 


H-T. 
March Meeting Notes 


The main order of business at the March 
meeting will be the proposed authorization of funds 
for the maintenance of the club’s repeater. Our’ 
repeater trustee, N3EZD, has recommended the 
replacement of the antenna and feedline, and the 
retubing of the transmitter at a total estimated cost 
of $950 to- $1100. Several club members have 
noticed the gradual degradation of the repeater’s 
effective coverage area. This recommended 
maintenance should restore the full coverage of our 
service area. 


Upcoming Activities 


CMARC will again participate in the Greater. 
Baltimore Hamboree and’ Computerfest, at the 
Timonium, MD Fairgrounds by ass to or 
tickets at the gate. 


. ticiite clubmeeting programs will include 
a packet radio and an Automatic Packet Reporting 
System (APRS) demo. 


Also coming up is Christmas in April (home 
remodeling activity - April 25th), and the CROP 
Walk (fund raising for anti-hunger programs - May 
3rd). Both events need amateur radio 
communications. 


73 de Jim/KD3JA 


| 3394 Fort Meade Road _ 
| Laurel, Md. 20724 
(301) 725-1212 


| 0AM to SPM Mon-Fri 
| 10AM to 3PM Saturday 


| Kenwood, Icom, Alinco, Standard 
Home of Weather Node™ 

Wireless weather information to your computer. 

Visit us on the Internet at http://www.weathernode.com - 
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Dulles 
Amateur 
Radio Group 


On-the-air meeting: Tuesdays at 8:00pm on 
the Dulles repeater 

Repeater: N4FSC, 145.310- (near Dulles | 
airport) 

Mail: Dulles Amateur Radio Group, P.O. Box 
5073, Herndon, VA 22070-1964 Home Page: 
http://www.geocities.com/SiliconValley/Way/ 
8873 

Email: dulles_arg @ geocities.com 

Club callsign: W4DLS 

Information: Mike Webber, WB8RDN, 703- 
450-2304. 


The Dulles Amateur Radio Group (DARG) is 
a family-oriented ham radio club affiliated with 
the N4FSC repeater in Dulles, VA. Membership 
is open to all, and the club holds several social and 
operating events each year. Dues are $20/yr for 
your entire family; members have access to the 
repeater’s autopatch, and dues include a 1 year 
subscription or renewal to AutoCall. All area hams 
are warmly invited to join our information net on 
Tuesday evenings at 8:00pm on the N4FSC 
repeater, 145.310-. 


DARG continues to support Loudoun Hospital 
Center’s Emergency Preparedness/Disaster 
Committee with support. DARG representatives. 
attend these quarterly meetings with hospital 
officials who are very interested in the capabilities 
of DARG for critical emergency support during 
times of mass-casualty incidents. Many thanks to 
John Foote, W3GX for serving as the DARG point 
of contact on this important project. 


DARG will hold ARRL/VEC exam sessions 
in May, August and November of 1998. Please see 
the exam column in this AutoCall for more details. 
DARG is in the process of launching a new Web 
site, one with many new features. More details _ 
will be coming once all the details are worked out. 
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Watch for a full page advertisement in AutoCall 
from DARG! 


73 de Mike, N4PDY 
Fauquier 


Amateur Radio 
Association 


Meeting: 7:30 p.m., Second Thursday of the 
month except July, August and December. | 
Crestar Bank, Warrenton Ctr, Warrenton VA. 
Breakfast: Last Saturday of the month at 
Western Sizzlin Warrenton VA 8:00 - 9:30 a.m. 
Net:Every Wednesday, 9:00 p.m, 147.165 Mhz 
NZAN Repeater 


Packet: KE4YVU FARA7 node 145.070 Mhz 
with direct connect to FBBS9, FBBS9 Bulletin 
Board 145.090 Mhz, FARA9 node 145.090 
Mhz. 

Repeater: NZ4N/R 147.165 Mhz (+0.600). 
Newsletter: TOROID, Monthly. Deadline for 
submissions: . 20th of the month. Contact | 
Bonnie, n4qpb@mnsinc.com. 

Info: Chuck Gould, N4YXW 703-347-0112. 
FARA, PO Box 752, Warrenton VA 20187 
Web: http://www.mnsinc.com/ki4ro/fara.htm. 
Next meeting: April 9th. 


The March 12th Meeting was called to Order 
at 7:30 pm with 11 Members present. Since the 
Treasurer and the Secretary were not present, their 
reports were waived. 


The April Meeting will be held at the FAA Air 
Traffic Headquarters at EDS (just off Route 28) 
where FARA will receive a tour of the facilities, 
All FARA Members will meet at the normal 
meeting place at 6:30 pm. They will then caravan 
down to the EDS Building. 


Bonnie (N4QPB) gave an update on the 
Commonwealth Dressage Event scheduled for 
May 23rd and 24th. The show jumping event will 
be held on Saturday the 23rd. FARA is expected 
to provide communications coverage for the event, 
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coverage of the vets and coverage of the EMT’s, 
as well as parking and the handing out of the 
pamphlets. 


FARA is expected to be there from 
approximately 6 a.m. through 6 p.m. (Or until the 
_ EMT’s are released and parking has been cleared.) 


On Sunday, May 24th, FARA is expected to 
provide the same coverage as above as well as 
covering all gates the horses go through (this 
includes keeping the horses’ numbers and the time 
they go through the gate), keeping traffic clear of 
the areas being used for the horses (specifically 
the woods lanes) and coverage of Commonwealth 
Dressage Personnel (to be assigned later). 


Based on last year’s data, it is expected that 
- approximately 25 FARA members will be needed 
to provide the necessary coverage excluding 
parking and the handing out of the pamphlets on 
just Sunday alone. About 15 members will be 
needed for Saturday. Again, based on last year’s 
data (low attendance by FARA members), it was 
suggested by Bonnie that the Club ask WARS 
(Winchester Amateur Radio Service) to help. 
Others suggested the Red Cross, etc. Bonnie will 
check with WARS to see if they are available and 
will be willing to help. Don (WY2V) will check 
with the Red Cross. 


It was bought up that a donation from FARA 
for the Club/Group participating would be 


expected. FARA will receive a donation similar to, 


last year as well as receive all the funds from the 
handing out of the $5.00 pamphlets. With an 
estimated attendance of 2500 people, this event 
could become the Club’s largest fund-raiser. 


Duffy (KD6RNE) has asked for 6 FARA 
members to provide coverage for the Bike race in 
May. He will contact Chuck (N4YXW), the 
President, with further details. 


Senate Bill 480 was passed and is now with 


the Governor to sign. PLEASE keep the lines busy! 
This bill will need all the support that it can get. 
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You can reach the Governor’s office via E-mail at 
governor @ gov.state.va.us, call (804-786-2211), or 
you can fax him (804-371-6351). 


Chuck (N4YXW), nominated and motioned 
and it was seconded and passed that Marty 
(KU4PW) be Field Day Chairman for 1998. (_ 
Believe me Marty - we feel your pain! !=) 3 


Neil (AB4YK) said that there are 7 students in 
his Amateur Radio classes, 5 of which are taking 
CW. Neil also reminded the VEC’s that the test 
will be given on May 7th, and asked for them to 
be there by 7:15 pm. The test will be held at the 
Crestar Bank. Neil stated that he had some General 
Class tapes available for anyone who wanted to 
study for their General License. 


Bill (W4NER) will be operational from Guam 
during the week of March 21st. He plans to be on 
the air March 21st and 22nd. ( Just listen for the 
big mouth in the pileup and you will be sure to get 
me in the log Bill!) 


It was suggested that the extra SPARK machine 
be taken to the Manassas Hamfest for sale. 


After a ten minute intermission, John (KI4RO) 
gave a presentation and demonstration of W7EL’s 
Antenna Modeling Software, ELNEC. You can 
check out the web site at http://www.teleport.com/ 
~w7el. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm. 


Michael C. Martin 
N3RWE 


Intererence Investigator 
ESO&C Substation Operations 


& Test-Electronics 


8400B Old Marlboro Pike 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 


Office/Fax 301 967-5230 Pager 202 530-3731 
Email MCMARTIN@PEPCO.COM 
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Green Mountain 
Repeater 
Association 


Repeaters: *146.61 Cheverly, *146.88 
Greenbelt. *(Autopatch). 
Information: Don Tinari, W3RYQ, (301) 


262-7062. 


Mail: P.O. Box 523, Bowie, MD. 20718. 
E-mail: mgreen @erols.com. 

Socials: Luncheon, Ist Saturday of each 
month at 11:30 A.M., Laurel Centre Indoor 
Mall Eatery. 

Nets: 146.88 - Old Gent's Net, 9:30 A.M. and 
6:30 P.M. every day. Washington Adventist | 
Amateur Radio Association Net,.every 
Thursday at 9:30 P.M. 


CONTENTS 


* President Clinton Visits Member’s School 
* New Controllers Have Arrived! 

* GMRA Picnic 

* Spring/Summer Newsletter 


* Peace of Mind (GMRA Member Publishes Book) 


PRESIDENT CLINTON VISITS MEMBER’S 
SCHOOL 


Samson, AA3QE, had a very special day at 
school, Monday, March 16, when President Clinton 
visited his Springbrook High School in Silver 
Spring, MD. Because Samson was not a senior he 
had to watch the President’s speech on closed TV 
in the gymnasium. Although he did not get to see 
the President “up-close”, it was an exciting day. 


NEW CONTROLLERS HAVE ARRIVED! 
New LINK Corporation (repeater) controllers 


HAVE ARRIVED and are scheduled to be installed 
shortly, if not already operational. Here are some 
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major operating/programming features: 

+ autopatch/autodial. 

+ voice playback of your audio, for tesuing 
purposes. (NEW) 

+ voice mailboxes. (Leave messages for other 
members.) (NEW) 3 

+ automatic voice playback of time/date. (NEW) 
+ digital voice recorder for recording pure voice 
announcements. (NEW) 

+ increased voice synthesizer word vocabulary. 
(200 to 680.) (NEW) 


(Note: Your Technical Committee is committed 
to installing the controllers as quickly as possible 
since the old units have been sold on a contingency 
basis. Therefore, with the exception of Autopatch, 
some of the features may not be immediately 
available at activation until programming is 
completed and operating instructions provided to 
all members. Please be assured however, that this 
will be given top priority.) 


-GMRA PICNIC 


A GMRA picnic is planned for Saturday, June 
13, 1998 in the Bowie, MD area. The Association 
will provide the hamburgers and hot dogs; GMRA 
members can bring along condiments and anything 
else you care to eat/drink. (Soft drinks only, please.) 
TO SAVE YOUR CLUB MONEY, IT IS 
IMPORTANT THAT WE KNOW HOW MANY 
PLAN TO ATTEND. 


So PLEASE, give it some thought and let me 
know how many will be attending. (301-773-5730). 
Come on out and enjoy! Mark your calendars and 
lets make this a big turnout. Details will be 
provided by Email, regular mail and time 
permitting, our June Auto Call column. Thanks. 


SPRING/SUMMER NEWSLETTER 


The Spring/Summer issue of the GMRA 
Newsletter should be in the mail NLT May 15th. It 
is chock full of articles, photographs and. 
informational items. Watch for it. 


. Page 37 


PEACE OF MIND 


GMRA’s oldest member at age 92, Louis Luh, 
KQ4EY, has written a 58 page softbound book 
entitled “Peace of Mind”. The book is the result of 
Lou’s life experiences and the recipes he offers up 
are simplistic but often overlooked in today’s fast 
pace world. Chapters included are: Comparisons 
that Help, Looking Ahead, Looking Back, Money 
Problems, Undue Concern About Everyday Things, 
Ambition and Wealth, Parent and Child 
Relationship, The Golden Years, to name a few. 


It’s not very often that one has the opportunity - 


to read about the philosophy that has, in part, kept 
someone going for over 90 years. I enjoyed every 
word. Lou is offering the book at $8 (postage 
included), of which $2 will be donated to GMRA. 
Lou can be reached at 703-527-0112 or write to 
Louis Luh, 4143 N. Richmond St. Arlington, VA 
22207. (Please mention that you read it in the 
GMRA Auto Call column. Thanks.) 


73 de Murray, K3BEQ 


Historical 
Electronics 
Museum Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, 
5:30 PM,In the Historical Electronics 
Museum, West Nursery Road and Elkridge 
Landing Roads. Linthicum, Maryland (Next 
to BWI Marriott Hotel). 

Info: Nick Yokanovich, N3Y VW, (410) 544- 
5736. Club Station: W3GR. 

Mail: P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015, 
Baltimore , MD 21203. 

Street address: 1745 W. Nursery Rd., 
Linthicum, MD 21090. 


The Technical Session at the March meeting 
was on rechargeable batteries - expressly NiCadis. 
Ken Stuart, W3VVN made an excellent 
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presentation that provided a good understanding — 
of the use and abuse of rechargeable cell and power 
sources. The myth of “memory” was explained 
and all of us will undoubtedly get better service 
from our NiCad's in the future. 


The Antenna Committee has taken down the 
tower and antennas purchased last month and they 
now reside in Sam’s garage. The crew that did the 
work was Sam Bryant, KBORPB, Paul N3XIZ and 
two friends, Nick Yokanovich, N3YVW. Taking 
down and dismantling old towers is a daunting task 
and HEMARC takes its hat off to this crew. 


Once again, we were reminded how very 
important it was to have someone who was 
experienced and knowledgeable about tower safety 
when putting up, taking down or just working 
around towers. 


The planning is now set for the W3GR special 
event station for June 6 and 7, 1998. Listen for 
W3GR on 20,40,15,10,2 and RS-12 on SB and CW. 
A QSL and 64 Cents postage will bring a full color 
8.5x10 certificate. 


The Advance/Extra class is making very good 
progress and Rol Anders, K3RA reports very 
encouraging progress. 


SEE US ON THE INTERNET 


HEMARC now has a web page where you can 
see words and pictures of the club and its museum 
environment. http://members.aol.com/wk3p/ 
index.htm Many thanks to Herman Turner, WK3P 
for an excellent job. The Museum also has a web 
page of interest: http://www.erols.com/radarmus. 


You can visit W3GR and the museum free 
without prior arrangement: Monday-Friday 9AM 
to 3PM and Saturday 1OAM to 2PM. Group and 
individuals can arrange a special tour by calling 
the Museum at 410-765-3803. 


73 de Chip, W4PBG 
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Laurel Amateur 
Radio Club 


A Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinator 


Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month (ex- | 
cept November & December) 7:30pm at 384 
Main Street, Laurel Md. 

Social: 2nd Wednesday of each month, except 
December (Call for directions). 


Nets: Ist & 3rd & 5th Wednesdays, 8:30pm, 
on 147.225+, no tone. 

Mail: P. O. Box 3039, Laurel, MD 20709- 0039 
Exams: 3rd Saturday of each month, to pre- 
register contact: John/WB3GXW (301) 572- 
5124 after 6 P.M. 

Information: Mark/N3NTQ (301) 572-2385 
or Roger/W3LM (301) 776-6961. 
Web Site:http://www.webtrek.com/~laurel/ 
org/larc. E-mail: laurel @webtrek.com 


On asad note, the wife of member Tom/N3JOA 
passed away and Mike Moseley/WB3HUP, one of 
the back bones of the club became a silent key. 
The club extends its sincerest sympathies to He 
members of their families. 


Last December, Mike was awarded a plaque 
by the Antietam Radio Club for winning the mobile 
portion of the MDC QSO party three years in a 
row. He set up a station with tower, beams, 
verticals, and transceivers at his place of work. It 
was an active contesting station used by many of 
the members. Mike also volunteered his time and 
considerable talent teaching our classes, helping 
install antennas for new and not so new hams, 
helping with club construction projects, lending 
equipment and expertise to Field Day, and turning 
out for all the public service events in which the 
club participates. It will take several people to fill 
the gap left by Mike. He had heart problems for 
some time and was being evaluated for the heart 
transplant program, Our president, John/N3GXA, 
had it right when he said, “They wouldn’t have 
been able to find a heart big’enough for him.” Mike 
was 48. 
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On March 10, the second Tuesday of the month, 
LARC met at the Laurel Regional Hospital with 
members of the Woman’s Club of Laurel, hospital 
staff, representatives from the Prince George’s 
Office of Emergency Preparedness, Prince 
George’s ARES, and the Laurel Leader newspaper. 
This was our official kickoff of the equipment 
donated by Prince George’s Co. and The Woman’s 
Club of Laurel. It gave us a chance to thank 
everyone for their efforts and also get some 
publicity in the Laurel area with a picture featured 
in the local newspaper of Pud Reaver/W3YD 
sending traffic. We hope that one day all the 
hospitals in the county will at least have ham 
antennas on them. 


- Our March meeting featured a terrific 
presentation by Scott/KB3BWS with a radio 
receiver from each decade beginning with 1920, a 
1914 gramophone, a 1947 Motorola TV and some 
antique telephones. Appropriately, Scott brought 
everything in his 1955 Pontiac. Some of us even 
got to make 4 recording on a wax cylinder. The 
great thing about clubs is the wide variety interests 
among the members. And you thought show and 
tell was only for kids in elementary school! 


We just finished our General Class licensing 
class with the test being given at the last session. 
About 10 faithfuls showed up consistently. Thanks 
to all the teachers for their time and especially to 
Scott/NF3I for taking the time to help interested 
parties with their code. Several people passed the 
5 wpm. If enough people are interested, we would 
like to,do about a three to four week seminar on 
the technical portions of the advanced and extra 
class licenses. You’re on your own with operating 
procedures and band allocations. If you are 
interested, please contact Pud Reaver/W3YD at 
301-498-6293 to get on the list. 


We are gearing up for the Main Street Festival 
here in Laurel and beginning planning for Field 
Day and some other public service events. If you 
are looking for a club that offers a wide range of 
ham activities, stop by. 


73 de Jim/WI3N 
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The Maryland 
Apple Dumpling 
Radio Amateur 
Society, Inc. 


Meetings: 2nd and 4th Thursdays - 7:00 P.M. 
St. Paul’s Church, 10401 Armory Avenue, 
Kensington, Maryland 20895. 
Clubhouse:MADRAS Clubhouse,11800 
Coakley Circle, Rockville, MD 20852 


Nets: Ist and 3rd Thursdays at 9:00 P.M. on | 
145.45 MHz (PL-5SA). 

Repeaters: 444.100/449.100 MHz (PL-2A), 
145.45/144.85 MHz (PL-5SA). 


WWW Address: _http://mvhsl.mbhs.edu/ 
~fwright(MADRAS.html 
Mailing: P. O. Box 2468, Wheaton, MD 20902 
Information: Leo Boberschmidt KA3TGY 
(301)946-3738, Jean Blacik N3PLC (301) 
984-6114. 


Our 2-meter repeater, 145.45, received a 
complete spring cleaning over the last two weeks. 
We want to thank the members of our repeater 
committee for their tireless effort getting our 2- 
meter repeater into shape and up to 100% operating 
capacity. 


Larry N3GKZ, Leo W3LEO, Bob N3NNQ, Irv 
N3LDY, Ernst N3QX and Ed KB3CBB, checked 
and replaced tubes, went over all the cables and 
dusted everything in sight. The repeater is working 
great now and is clear as a bell. 


Our March 12th program was on “Amateur 
Television”. Leo W3LEO,showed a short film and 
then had a discussion afterward. 


We had our first meeting on Field Day ’98 at 
our March 26th meeting. This was the first of three 
meetings we hold for Field Day. We are trying to 
assign tasks earlier this year so we don’t feel so 
rushed. 


Once again we will be at the Charlestown 
Shopping Center, 11800 Coakley Circle, Rockville, 
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Maryland 20852. We are extending an invitation 
to anyone interested in joining us for a few hours 
of operating on Saturday or Sunday, June 27th and 
28th. We have a really good time and always have 
lots of food and drink on hand. You can contact 
Jean N3PLC,at 301-984-6114 during the day or 
call Leo W3LEO,at 301-946-3738 days or 
evenings. 


We are discussing-several possible Special 
Events for this year and will fill you in on our 
progress in the next couple of months. We may 
also make a field trip to Baltimore after Field Day 
’98. Our membership renewals take place in June, 
right after Field Day. We are hoping to get our 
letters out that following week. Please be patient 
if we are a little late again this year. 


See you all at the meetings on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of the month. Don’t forget to get 
on the 2-meter repeater for our non-meeting net 
on the first and third Thursdays. . 


HAPPY MOTHERS DAY!!! 


73... Jean-N3PLC 


The Mid-Atlantic 


DX and Repeater 


Association 


Meetings: Rotating locations among 
Hagerstown MD, Frederick MD, Martinsburg 
WV and Gaithersburg MD. 

Net: Thursday evenings at 1930 local on 
147.06. 


4 State10M net: Wednesdays at 2000 local 
on 28.315. 


Repeaters: Frederick MD: 147.06, 224.20, 
448.125; Martinsburg WV: 147.345. 
Mailing: 230 North Potomac St., Suite 2A, 
Hagerstown MD 21740 
Information: Voice BBS (301) 416-8447 and 
(301) 473-4151. 

Web Page: http://www.qsl.net/madra 
E-Mail: madra@juno.com 
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F-Layer, Here We Come! The big news for this 
column might be the 10M cavities scored by Mike, 
WS8ABC, and Bob, N3TXB, as they held the fort 
at the MADRA club table in Timonium. And, 
though we hate to see him go, we need to thank 
Bud, W3BR, for his donations to the club of enough 
excess stuff to cover the cost of the cavities. Bud’s 
donations also included antennas and tower which 
he’s leaving behind as he prepares to head for his 
new retirement home in Florida. 


We didn’t get our usual quota of fearless 
volunteers to work the club table in Timonium, but 
Jay, KA3EKY, pitched in to handle the liaison 
duties like a champ. He toured the ‘fest with signup 
sheets for SwetFest98 and (we hope) lined up a 
bunch of dealers and clubs to participate. Thanks, 
also, to Hal, W3HWC, who helped us staff the club 
table. ’ 


This is a good place for a reminder that 
MADRA will be holding SwetFest98 in downtown 
Brunswick (Railroad Square) on Sunday, 12 July. 
We will need the usual volunteers for setup, ticket 
sales, vendor placement, demonstrations, teardown 
and cleanup so please find it in your hearts to mark 
your calendars and lend a hand at our annual big 
fundraiser. 


Also, if you’re available for volunteer work in 
May and June, we need warm bodies to help with 
mailings to Ham clubs and vendors, printing 
tickets, and the other small tasks involved in 
preparation for a HamFest. 


Get the latest dope on how it’s going and how 


you might help by joining us for dinner in May. As 
usual, the MADRA club dinner and meeting will 
be on the second Thursday, 14 May. There have 
been some changes to the location list since it was 
first published in January so be sure to check and 
_change your calendar for May. The May meeting 
will be at Watson’s Restaurant in Frederick. 


Another event you need to keep tracking is the 
ATV workshop and demo we hoped we’d hold in 
March. That didn’t work but it might just have been 
an April event. If it wasn’t, you need to tune in the 
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club nets (see the column heading, above) to find 
out if it’s on the May calendar. 


Also in May: MADRA has asked the Frederick 
County Commissioners to proclaim June as 
Amateur Radio Month. We’ ve asked the Frederick 
Repeater Group and the Frederick Amateur Radio 
Club to join us in this initiative. The date set for 
the proclamation is 19 May. The time scheduled is 
0800 so set your alarm clocks if you’d like to be 
part of the throng of celebrities at the photo op. 


Again, check the club nets for details and 
changes. This column is written in March for May 
publication and it’s always possible to have a few 
things change. Speaking of changes, there are a 
couple of differences you’ ll notice in regard to the 
nets: Ham Radio NewsLine is now transmitted on 
Sunday evenings and the ARRL bulletins are on 
Thursday. Both are to start at 1900 local time. If 
we have local club bulletins, we will try to get them 
transmitted just before the “canned” news on 
Thursdays and, occasionally, on Sundays. 


73 DE N2CSQ/3 


Montgomery 
Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Ist and 3rd Wednesdays of each | 
month at 7:30 p.m., Executive Office Bldg, : 
Montgomery Co: Govt Center, 101 Monroe | 
St, Rockville. Park in underground lot G-2. 
Repeaters: 146.955 (-600) & 442.750 (PL | 
156.7) in Rockville. : 
Club Net: Every Sunday night at 7:30 PM, | 
-on the MARC repeater. 
Internet: http://www.qsl.net/marc 
Mail: MARC, P.O. Box 611, Gaithersburg, | 
MD 20884-0611 
Information: Jeff - KZ3F (301) 258-0112 
Training: Ms. Rocky Jones (301) 216-5210. 


The past president and current president of the 
Montgomery Amateur Radio Club could have met 
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a long time ago. They grew up in the same 
neighborhood in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, and 
attended rival high schools. Al Rabassa, NW2M, 
past president and Laura Galiszuski, N3VOL, 
current president did not meet until a club meeting 
of the Montgomery Amateur Radio Club hundreds 
of miles from their hometown. It’s a small world! 


Laura has made many firsts in her election to 
office. She is the first woman president of the club 
as well as the first Technician class liscensee to 
become president. Laura also acts as Olde Towne 
Day co-chair with help from the club secretary, 
Eric Reinhold, N3NES. Ironically, Laura found out 
about the club licensing classes at the club booth 
at Olde Towne Day in 1995. Who’d a thought she’d 
soon be president? 


Amateur radio is a great way to communicate 
over long distances which makes the world seem 
even smaller. The MARC club is very diverse. 
Members’ interests range from HF (long distance), 
2 meter FM (short distance voice), Morse code, 
Amateur television, emergency communications, 
public service assistance and many, any more 
aspects of the hobby. 


The club has about 300 members and meets 
the first and third Wednesday of each month in the 
Executive Office Building cafeteria on Monroe 
Street in Rockville, Maryland. Meetings begin at 
7:30 p.m. There are also several dinner meetings 
throughout the year at various local restaurants. 


The biggest activity of the year will be the 1998 
Field Day when amateurs from all around the world 
practice their emergency skills. Over the years it 
has become a contest as well — which club can 
make the most contacts to the most diverse people? 


MARC’s Field Day will be held at the Isaak 
Walton League in Damascus, Maryland on June 
27 and 28. Field Day is an open event as friends, 
family and the community are all invited. We hope 
to have an awesome list of sponsors as we did last 
year: Jay Lubliner, Ka3ZMW, is our field day 
chairperson this year. If you need more information 
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or have any questions feel free to contact him at 
(301) 294-9449 or by e-mail tekelek @erols.com. 


Don’t forget to check out our web page at 
www.gqsl.net\marc\. 


This year we plan to have two or three 
construction projects7 several presentations and 
show and tell nights throughout the year. If you 
would like more information on becoming a 
member of MARC please contact JeffHorlick, 
KZ3F by e-mail at horlick @us.net. 


Laura Ann Galiszuski, N3 VOL 


Potomac 
Valley 
Radio Club 


| Packet: K3MQH 145.63, K3NA 145.63, 
K4FJ 145.77, KE3Q 145.57 445.375, N3RR 


145.51 441.325, N4OHE 145.710 440.925, 
N4SR 145.63, W3LPL 145.59 441.25, WR3L 
145.61 440.95. 

Web: www.pyrc.org & www.pagesz.net/ 
~pvrenc. 

Information: Rich Boyd, KE3Q, (301) 464- 
8014, rboyd@capaccess.org 


é 

This column will provide the casual operator 
with sufficient information to participate in a few 
of the HF and VHF+ contests scheduled during 
MAY. Times are given in EDT though logs should 
be kept in UTC (Zulu) time. ‘You do not have to 
be a member of any club or send in a score to enjoy 
operating in contests and help others to earn points. 


For more information about contests or PVRC, 
please contact KE3Q or me. “All HF bands” 
excludes the 10, 18, and 24 MHz WARC bands. 


MARAC County Hunters Contest, CW: Ist 
8pm to 3rd 8pm, 3575, 7040, 14050, 21050, 28050 
kHz. Work anybody. We send RST, county, and 
state while DX sends RST and country. 
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ARRL VHF/UHF Spring Sprints, all modes. 
902/1296/2304 MHz 9th 6am-1pm. 50 MHz 16th 
7pm-llpm. Exchange grid squares. The first 
station you work will probably gladly tell you your 
square. 


CQM DX contest sponsored by Russia, 9th 
5pm to 10th Spm. All HF bands and modes. 
Exchange RS(T) and QSO number starting with 
001. 


CQ WPX CW Contest. 29th 8pm to 31st 8pm. 
All HF bands. Work anybody. Each different prefix 
worked is a multiplier. Contacts with another US 
station count for multiplier credit but are worth zero 
QSO points. This is a club competition contest 


and PVRC members will be competing against 


other contest clubs. 


_ The following are the state QSO parties in May. 
You work only stations in the sponsoring state and 
they work anybody. Exchange RS(T) and state 
(sponsor sends county). The sponsoring state 
counties worked are score multipliers. 


Connecticut. 2nd 4pm-12m & 3rd 8am-4pm. 


SSB 1860, 3915, 7280, 14280, 21380, 28380 kHz . 


and CW 40 kHz up from the band edge. 


Massachusetts. 2nd 2pm-12m & 3rd 7am-5pm. 


SSB: 1850, 3890, 7290, 14270, 21390, 28390 kHz. 
CW: 1810, 3550, 7050, 14050, 21050, 28050 kHz. 
Oregon (8th 8pm to 10th 8pm) and Nevada (8th 
8pm to 10th 2am) rules did not recommend specific 
frequencies. 


Georgia. 9th 2pm to 10th 4pm. CW up 40 
kHz and SSB 3855, 3975, 7243, 14240, 21330, 
and 28400 kHz. 


Texas. 23rd 10am-lam & 24th 10am-4pm. CW 
30 kHz up and phone 25 kHz up in General 
segments. j 


73, Dick Wilder, K3DI, 410-757-6707, 
wilder @clark.net, 
or via the above packet network. 
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BHENANDOAN VALLE 


aoe > Shenandoah 
Cy Valley Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: First and Third Friday of every 

month at 7:30 p.m. SVARC Club House 2921 

Grace Street, Winchester, Virginia. 

Repeater: 146.22 In/ 146.82 Out. 

Net: Shenandoah Valley Emergency Net 

(SVEN) 7:15 daily on 146.22/146.82 Repeater. | 

Mailing: P.O. Box 139 Winchester, 22604. — | 
_ President: Fred Wetzel (W4KRT). 

Info: Irvin Barb, W4DHU, 955-1745. | 

Internet home page: http://www.vvalley. | 

com/svarc. 


Greetings to all from the Shenandoah Valley. 
Wow, have we been having nice weather here in 
March! With the exception of an over abundance 
of rain at times, we sure cannot squawk about our 
winter this year. 


The SVARC has been busy in support of 
several Public Service Events during April and 
May. 


The April Events: 


The club sponsored theory training for people 
interested in obtaining a General Class Amateur 
Radio Lieense. The training was done from the 
ARRL Text and ran for six (6) sessions during April 
and May with the final exam given on May 23. 
1998. The exam is open for all classes of Amateur 
Radio Licenses. 


Fred Wetzel W4KRT, Training Committee 
Chairperson, managed the classes. 


Walk America - March of Dimes April 25, 
1998. The club provided communications at the 
various check-points throughout the course. Event 


Chairperson was Dave Watterson N4DAW 


The Dogwood 1/2 Hundred held at the Fort 
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Valley, VA., Community on April 25. 
Communications was provided for this annual race. 
Event Chairperson was Jerry Pixton W6IHG. 


The May Events: 


The club assisted with the annual Apple 
Blossom 10K Race held May 2nd by providing 
communications, at check-points and for any 
emergencies encountered by participants. 


Event Chairperson was Wayne. Koehler 
KE4PMS. The Annual 100 Mile Run at Fort Valley, 
VA., Community was held on May 9 and 10 this 
year. This is a 2 day event (continuous) and the 
club provided support around the clock. 


Event Chairperson was Tom Sullivan 
KD4WSM. We-wish to give a VERY BIG THANK 
YOU to all those who helped with these events 
and to pass on THANKS from the community folks 
who sponsored the events. We also want to take 
this opportunity to give our THANKS to Rick Choy 
N3HXT for all the work recently on the antenna 
systems and the new sounds coming from our 2- 
Meter Repeater. 


73 until next Press Time 
Guy Avey W3INT 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago? 


And licensed now? 

Then you should belong to the’ 
QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
For information write: 

159 East 16th Ave., Dept F 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
http://www.feleport.com/~qcewa 
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Southern 
Maryland 
Amateur Radio 


Club 


Meetings: 2nd Friday of each month at 1930 
ET at the PG County Police, Clinton Station, 
6707 Groveton Drive, Clinton, Maryland. 

Nets: Tuesday at 2000 on 147.15+ Repeater; 
Wednesday at 2000 on 1.865 (+/-QRM); 
Thursday at 2000 on 28.447 USB. 
Repeater: WA3YUV/R 


147.15+, 
Brandywine, Md. Autopatch to 911. 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 273, Cheltenham, 
Md, 20623 

Information: Vic (WA3YUV) & Linda 
(KA3 VND), (301) 888-1388. 

Internet: nt iva sca he ea al 


Congratulations to Frank, N3O0CW, on his 
promotion to the Collision Analysis Reconstruction 
Unit in the County. Frank has also offered to 
conduct a CPR class for interested members on a 
Saturday in the near future. SMARC is also 
planning an “arm chair fox hunt” which will be 
performed from the convenience and comfort of 
each station’s shack. 


SMARC will also be participating in Field Day 
on June 27-28, at the Cedarville State Park site 
that we have used for the past few years. 


Thanks to Bill, W3SQG, we now have approval 
from the Prince George’s County Fair Board to set 
up an amateur radio station at the Fair on Saturday, 
September 12, to show the public how ham radio 
works. So, if you plan to attend the Fair, come by 


_ the SMARC station which we expect will be in 


one corner of the First Aid tent. Hint: Look for the 
antennas! 


We would also like to extend happy SMARC 


birthday wishes to all our members having 
birthdays this month. 
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SMARC would also like to extend an open 
invitation to any and all area hams to attend our 
meetings and become a member of SMARC. 


At our March meeting, we had Home Brew 
night. Jerry, N3BSI, demonstrated his famous 
Maltese Cross 2m Quad; Dan, N3RUA, showed 
off his 2m ssb kit; Larry, WD3P, displayed several 
of his tiny QRP rigs and keyers; Claire, W3MNU, 
brought along a small counter and some of his other 
projects; and Sam, N3GHY, showed how he 
converts camcorder batteries to back-up power 
supplies for his HT. It was a very good show and 
tell! 


Armed Forces day will be May 16. Bill, 
W3SQG, is looking for volunteers to help man the 
MARS station at Andrews AFB .. If you would 
like to participate in this cross-band operation, 
please contact Bill as soon as possible in case he 
has any vacancies by the time you read this. 


Thanks to all the members of SMARC and 
other local clubs who came out on April 25 to help 
George KA3KIF with the Christmas in April 
program. 


Also, thanks to those who participated in the 
March of Dimes Walkathon on 
April 26. 


Until next month, 73, Kenney KB3BXT, 
SMARC PIO 


~<ERLING 
¢? a %y 


s Sterling Park 
Amateur Radio 
“emqce® Club 


Meetings: 8:00 P.M. - Third Monday of the 
| month except July and August at Sterling 

Community Center Annex, Church Rd. (Rt. 

625) near Route 28, Sterling, VA. 

Mailing: Call Box 599, Sterling, VA 20167. 

Information: Bill Lorentz, KS4II, 703-444- 

6341 or via email KS4I1[@ AOL.com. 
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Sixteen club members attended the March 
SPARC meeting. Orders were taken for SPARC 
logo shirts and we are looking forward to wearing 
them for Field Day. To show our appreciation to 
attorney Curtis Overman, AD4NJ, we decided to 
give him one of our club logo shirts and a certificate 
of appreciation. 


Dick Maylott, W2YE, spoke to the club about 
the finer points of contesting. We learned about 
propagation, great circle maps, contest exchanges 
and much more. I really appreciate our members 
taking the time to share their knowledge and 
experiences with the club. 


Club elections are coming in June so please 
start thinking about nominations for the various 


officer positions. 


73, Bill, KS4II 


The Middle Atlantic 
FM and Repeater 
Council, Inc. 


- 


Meetings: Coordinating Committee (CC) 

| normally meets the last Monday of each | 
month, 19:30, in the OEP conference room of | 
the Prince George’s County Emergency 
Operations Center off Central Avenue. Talk- 
in on 147.18. 
Address: P.O. Box 1022, Savage, Md. 20763- 
1022 for all correspondence. 
Web Page: HTTP://WWW.T-MARC.ORG. 
Information: President - Owen Wormser | 
K6LEW (703)684-7682 CC Chairman - Bill | 
Conaway W8HNT, Pager (703)741-4251. | 
Ombudsman - Jim Erickson K3LFO (410)549- 
1041, K3LFO@APEXGRP.COM. 


E-mail! We need the E-mail address for all 
repeater sponsors (that is, if you have one). In order 
to speed up the process of coordinating new 
repeaters, it would be a big help to our coordinating 
committee to be able to contact repeater sponsors 
by E-mail, instead of using “snail mail”. So, if you 
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have an E-mail address, Owen, our President, and 
Bill, our coordinating committee chairman, ask you 
to please pass it on to T-MARC, either via our E- 
mail address (TMARC @T-MARC.ORG), or via 
our Web page (WWW.T-MARC.ORG). Thanks! 


_ Speaking of the T-MARC Web page, we now 
have an E-mail form on the Web page, which might 
make is easier for some of you to correspond with 
us. Check it out! Our Web page has full TMARC 
area repeater listings, band plans and coordination 
policies and procedures as well as the forms you 
need to apply for coordination (or to make 
amendments to your existing coordination). You’ ll 
also find copies of our Auto-Call columns, the 
agendas for the monthly coordinating committee 
meetings and the addresses of our neighboring 
coordinators. So stop in and take a look! 


New coordinations have been issued to 
N30UT on 224.180 at Port Deposit in northeastern 
Maryland, and to N4¢XHK on 449.425 at McHenry 
in western Maryland. The Havre de Grace, Md., 
443.100 repeater has been re-coordinated onto 
449.825, and N3KCA’s 448.225 machine, which 
was at Dover, Del., has been recoordinated to a 
new site near Centreville on the eastern shore of 
Maryland. 


T-MARC is now an official “Charter member” 
of the National Frequency Coordinator’s Council 
(NFCC), which is planning to host a seminar on 
Saturday at the Dayton Hamvention. Several of our 
officers are planning to attend. This will be an open 
meeting, so stop in and find out what’s going on 
with the nation’s other coordinators. See you at 
Dayton! 


73, Gary, W3DTN, T-MARC PIO 


Reminder - all submissions for 


— are due no later than 
the lst of the month prior to the 
month of publication!! 
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Vienna 
Wireless 
Society 


Meeting: 7:30pm second and fourth Fridays 
of the month at the Vienna Community Center. 
Nets: Pow-Wow nightly at 9 pm. on 28.444 


MHz __ Slow speed code, nightly 8:30 pm on 
28.390 MHz. Vienna Emergency Net, 
Wednesday 7:30 pm 146.085/146.685 

| Repeater: K4HTA 146.685(-), 448.375(-). 

| Information: Mike Toia, K3MT, president, | 
(703) 757-7021; Program:Mike Steussey | 
AF4R,(703) 281-0010. 
Mailing: P.O. Box 418 Vienna, VA. 22183 


The VWS meetings this year have gotten off 
to a great start with an interesting and informative 
lineup of speakers. Recent meeting programs have 
covered RF Radiation Exposure rules, by Bill 
Hider, N3RR; Satellite-based Cellular 
communications by Bruno Pattan; the history of 
the National Radio Co., by John Kelly, N3GVF; 
the view from the ARRL by John Kanode, 
N4MM,our Roanoke Division Director; and 
“When the Repeaters Go Down” by Ed Harris, 
KA4SKY, an interesting view on the need for 
simplex VHF and UHF capabilities during an 
emergency. Thanks to Mike Steussy, AE4R, for a 
great job of lining up programs. 


Coming up in June is the second biggest event 
of the year (after Winterfest!): Field Day. If you’re 
looking for a club to join for this celebration of 
Amateur Radio, the VWS sets up at Burke Lake 
Park. Plan on joining us, and come to the May 
meetings to find out about our plans. 


I know it’s coming up on the big summer 
Hamfest season, but come next February, you’ll 
be ready for our Winterfest. Keep an eye on this 
column and at the summer hamfests for a big 
announcement about next year’s Winterfest. It’s 
not going to be the “same old hamfest’’ next year! 
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Don’t forget our website: http://www.erols.com/ 
k3mt/vws and check out the fun you missed at last 
year’s FD. 


73, Kerry WA4BQM 


Woodbridge 
Wireless, 
Inc. 


Meetings: Second Tuesday of each month at 
Springwoods and Chaucer, Lake Ridge, VA. 
Net: Monday nights at 2000 on 147.24 with 
224.78 link. 

Packet: N4SR 145.63 (DX packet cluster) 
Luncheon: Every Friday at noon. Check-in | 
on 147.24 for location. : 
Repeaters: WB4FQR 147.24 (+), WB4FOR | 
224.78 (-), WB4FQR 444.90 (+), N4LIZ 
144.99 simplex PL-100 HZ 

Mailing: PO Box 112,Woodbridge, VA 22194 
Information: Bob Graham, K4RG, 703/878- 
0697 

Web Page: http://www.pwcweb.com/wwi/ 


Woodbridge Wireless Tech license Class, lead 
by Bob K4RG, is progressing nicely with 28 
students. WWI’s support of high school and 
collegiate Crew races on the Occoquan River lead 
by Carl, KB2ECN, is continuing each weekend. 
Please support these events. Also planning for Field 
‘Day has started. THE MAY 12th WWI MEETING 
WILL BE THE FIELD DAY PROGRAM with 
some very interesting slides in additional to the 
planning viewgraph presentation by Denis, W4DC. 
If you plan on helping with Field Day, try to make 
this meeting. As you know, Field Day is an 
emergency preparedness exercise - in Woodbridge 
Wireless it is also a tradition that started in 1970. 
We actually have slides from 1970! 


A few field day highlights from the past 
include: 


1970 - First Woodbridge FD with a grand total 
of 288 Qs. 
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1974 - First of many FDs at the Colonial bus 
barn site. . 


1976 - First year for an OSCAR station set up 
by K4HWG (now W4AD). 


1981 - First solid state rig used (ICOM 701) 
on 40 meters. ‘ 


1984 - First Field Day briefing by WD4KXB 
(now W4DC) at the June meeting, first year for 
simultaneous SSB & CW operation, and first 
meeting of the “Hoadly Toadly’s”. 


1985 - World record QSO total for class 10A, 
first year for packet radio, and computer logging. 


1991 - AnAX.25 packet radio LAN connecting 
the logging computers from the various bands to 
tent central was tried. 


1996 - Military towers (rocket launchers) 
replaced the Rohn 25 towers. 


Don’t forget, the dates are 26, 27, and 29 June. 
We will be signing W4TY. Have fun and be sate. 


WOODBRIDGE WIRELESS DESIGNATED 
ARRL SPECIAL SERVICES CLUB 


Effective March 18, 1998,, Woodbridge 
Wireless was officially designated as an ARRL 
Special Services Club (SSC). Many clubs in the 
US. are Affiliated ARRL clubs, but only a small 
percentage qualify for SSC. The club was 
recognized for its continued efforts on behalf of 
Amateur Radio and services to the community. The 
areas that qualified WWI as a SSC included public 
service, education, research, emergency, public 
relations, and its many operating events (Field Day, 
JOTA, etc.). CONGRATULATIONS WWI! 


Lastly, Woodbridge Wireless its accepting 
donations of electronic, ham, and computer 
equipment to support our public service, and 
emergency operations and events. Donations to 
WWI are tax deductible. Contact Ed, K5OF for 
information or pick up arrangements. 
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"WE 
ARE IN 
MOI b= 
ISION. 
WITH 
BERG. 
SINKING | 


The movie TITANIC is everyone's mind these days. You can see a 


H E AD reconstruction of the Titanic's Radio Room, on display at the Smithsonian 


Institute's National Museum of American History, Information Age 
Exhibit, Washington, DC. Equipment includes a Marconi Wave Detector, 


D QO \ N } N | e Marconi Tuner and Coupler Tuner (all from the FCC) anbd.a Hand Key 
9 


(from Franklin Wingard). An exhibit sign shows the message sent by the 


A l ABN Titanic's radio operator and lists the signals COD (Come Quickly 
ht 9 


Distress) and new at the time, SOS. (Photo by Murray Green, K3BEQ) 
00.14W, | 

COME 
ASD 4 tiie 
SOON 
AD: 
POSSIBLE.” 


Transmitted from the Titanic This photograph depicts a replica of a Ship's Radio Room, (Circa 1920) 

(110 AM, 4/15/1912) located at the Smithsonian Institute's, National Museum of American ' 
History, American Maritime Enterprise exhibit. The replica is tucked 
away in a corner of the exhibit. Just follow the sounds of Morse code 
coming out of the radio speakers. This will spark many memories from 
our readers. (Photo by Murray Green, K3BEQ). 


1 
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Mr. Bruce Crabill, N3ZUY has been selected 
as FAR Amateur of the Month. He is quiet, 
reserved, computer literate, and in one sitting, 
successfully completed the written examinations 
for the Technician, General and Advanced class 
amateur radio licenses. 


Recently, one of the members of the radio club 
that Bruce belongs to decided to completely redo 
his recreation room including the radio and 
associated work rooms. The task was enormous. It 
required the complete gutting of the area to include 
rewiring, plumbing, studding, insulation, 
wallboard, paneling, trim, ceiling and flooring. 
Bruce worked with his club member friend, side 
by side for more than a month giving up most of 
his, weekly spare time including weekends. He 
additionally used personal vacation time to help 
finish the task. No small contribution. 


I would suspect that most amateurs, upon 
entering a local amateur radio store and seeing a 
mint condition used 2 meter base station for a very 
reasonable price, would quickly snap it up for 
themselves. Not so for Bruce. Remembering that 
one of the radio club’s teenage members was in 
need of a2 meter transceiver, he quickly picked it 


Foundation for Amateur Radio 
HAM OF THE MONTH 
Awarded to 

Bruce Crabill, NSZUY 


¥ 


up for the lad. Because the teenager did not have 
sufficient funds to pay for the total cost, Bruce paid 
the difference but wisely required the young 
amateur to work it off doing odd jobs. He even 
provided the transportation on a number of 
occasions for an approximate 30 mile round trip! 


Bruce is a Net Control Station for the Green 
Mountain Repeater Association as well as a 
member of its elite Technical Committee. He 
assists in the operation and maintenance of two 
major repeaters serving the Washington DC 
metropolitan area. Additionally, he is affiliated 
with the University of Maryland’s Amateur Radio 
Club supporting and providing needed space for a 
newly established radio class for would-be 
amateurs. Bruce has also helped others in the repair 
and modification of radio and computer equipment 
and is especially competent in troubleshooting. 


N3ZUY is relatively new to the amateur radio 
service, making his contributions even more 
exceptional. He is a product of a new amateur breed 
having a combined talent for radio and computer 
technology. Along with his knowledge, expertise 
and tenacity in the field of home improvement, he 
his extremely skilled and versatile. 


| Do you have a nomination for FAR's Ham of the Month? | 


Any licensed amateur radio operator in the Auto-Call subscription area who has contributed 
significantly to the amateur community can be nominated. Provide a narrative of 250 to 500 | 

| words describing the contributions of the nominee and forward to the FAR Ham of the the Month | 
nomination chairman, Tony Young, WA3YLO, at 12016 Long Ridge Lane, Bowie, MD 20715. | 

; | 


May 1998 


AUTOLS CALL 


Gao ELECTEONICS am 


8524 DAKOTA DRIVE, GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877 


3J0T+258-7376 
it's Hamfest Time Again! 


Will you buy used gear from some 
ouy at a hamfest, take it home, 
and find , 


It Doesn't Work? 


We've been here for 20 years! — 


GaoG ELECTRONICS offers a 14 day 


GUARANTEE 


on all used gear sold at a hamfest or at our store. 
(as-is gear excepted) 
if you find our gear does not meet specifications, bring it back, 
im the same condition as purchased, and get it repaired or a 
FULL REFUND! 


WE BUY 


Used Electronic Equipment of All Kinds. 
Transmitters, Receivers, Transceivers, Accessories and Junque Boxes. 
Test Equipment, Too! 


MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 
10:00 AM TO S:;00 PM 


AND BY APPOINTMENT (vp) : 
emer) VISA and MasterCard Accepted se ? D 


Non-commercial advertising of Amateur associated equip- 
ment is available to subscribers of Auto-Call at the rate of 
5 cents per word with a $2.00 minimum. Commercial 
vendors and non-subscriber rate is 17 cents per word with 

| a $5.50 (1 inch) minimum. Special headings or special 
spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but such ads 
will be charged at the column inch rate. © 


Estate sales for Widows assistance handled by a FAR club 
will be published without cost. 


Your full name and address must be provided with each 
ad but need not be published. No ads will be accepted over 


FOR SALE:HF Station- Kenwood TS-430S 

Xceiver with hand mike, Kenwood PS-430 Power 
Supply, Kenwood AT-200 Antenna Tuner, all with 
manuals and factory boxes, $650.00. Contact Jay, 
K3SCM at (814) 623-5745 or e-mail k3scm 
@bedford.net. [06/98] 


FOR SALE: Astatic D104 Silver Eagle mike with 
-G stand. Looks like new. $50. Hallicrafters S-36 
and §36A receivers. Good condition. Hallicrafters 
HA 2 Two meter Transverter and HA 6 Six meter 
Transverter with P26 power supplies. Call or write 
to Bernie Cohen, W3CAO at 301-271-2714 or 
Email BernW3CAO @aol.com. [05/98] 


FOR SALE: KLM KT-34/A 4-element H.F. 
tribander (10/15/20) about 6-years old. (Sitting 
about 3-feet off the ground) and brand new, never 
exposed to the weather, YAESU G450XL azimuth 
rotator. (I bought the wong rotator). Both for 
$400.00, OBO. Phone: (202) 647-7520 between 
0715/1600 M/F (703) 866-3554 between 1700/ 
2000 e-mail: jtyburski@aol.com; packet: 
k2vpr@w3tom.md. John, K2VPR [05/98] 
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the telephone and all ads must be prepaid. Ads that will be 
running for longer than 1 month must be accompanied by 
a letter stating the length that the ad is to be run. Since no 
effort is made to investigate advertisers, no warranty can | 
be implied. Copy MUST be received by the Ist day of the | 
month prior to the month of publication.Send all commer- 
cial and non-commercial advertising and Shack Sales to: 


John Queen, Auto-Call Editor 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
(301) 855-0198 


WANTED: (Tube Type) Hi-Fi Equipments, LP 
records, Call: 703-680-5902, Fax: 703-730-9841. 
[09/98] 


FOR SALE: Beam-Log Periodic KLM 10-30-7 
LPA 10-30 MHZ continuous boom 30’, turn radius 
26', 70 lb Excellent condx, $450.00. Clinton, Md 
area Bob Jeter K3RSJ (410) 31549403 [05/98] 


FOR SALE: Yaesu FT-727 2m/70cm HT with 
desktop charger and headset, $225; JiM M-100 pre- 
amp for HT $75 (both for $275); Yaesu FT-736 
with optional 6 meter and keyer modules (operates 
only on 220 vac and 12vdc, otherwise nice - I’ll 
include a 220/110 xfrmer) $1300; Yaesu FT-757 
Mark II HF xcvr, service manual, $525; RF 
Concepts 4-310 430/440 MHz 30/100W amp/ 
preamp $175. Sig, NV7AA, signer@erols.com, 
(202) 712-4085, home/fax (202) 467-0053 .(04/98} 


WANTED: Drake receiver R7-A plus Noise 
Blanker NB7A, MS7 Speaker and 1800 Hz SSB 
filter for same.Also following accessories for the 
R4-C Receiver: Noise Blanker 4-NB, Speaker MS4 
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and 1500 Hz CW Filter.All equipment should be © 


in working condition.Please contact Terry 
KD4GSW at E-mail: turbotp @erols.com or Phone: 
(703) 481-3191 after 5:00. [05/98} 


WANTED: Early pre-1980 microcomputers for 
museum collection. Also early microcomputer 
sales literature and magazines. KK4WW (540) 
763-3311 or (540) 382-2935. [10/98) 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWSLINE 
WEEKLY BROADCAST: 


Listen to weekly amateur radio and related 
broadcasts professionally produced by The 
Amateur Radio Newsline, on the 146.88 
repeater each Friday at 7 PM. The broadcasts 
are downloaded directly off of the Internet to 
the repeater just hours after they become 
available. 


QSL CARDS FOR WAS AND 
DXCC CHECKED LOCALLY! 


QSLS FOR ARRL WAS AND DXCC AWARDS CAN BE 
CHECKED LOCALLY, USUALLY ON A WHILE-U- 
WAIT BASIS. CONTACT K3BEQ (301) 773-5730 FOR 
DETAILS. CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY TO 
DXCC AWARDS. SORRY, NO MAIL-INS. 

73 Murray (K3BEQ) mgreen @erols.com 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago? 
And licensed now? 

Then you should belong to the 
QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION 
For information write: 

159 East 16th Ave., Dept F 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
http://www.teleport.com/~qcewa 
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Norm’s Rotor Service 
5263 Agro Drive 
Frederick, MD 21703 
(301) 874-5885 


*Rebuilt rotors for sale » Parts (for US.-built rotors} 
« We buw used US. reters, control units for CASH | 


NORM JEWELER, W3NRS 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWS SERVICE 
is an organization of publishers and editors 
of Amateur Radio newsletters and members — 
engaged in public relations. Its purpose is 
to assist editors in any way possible. For 
information, write to Lee Knirko, W9MOL, 
Amateur Radio News Service, 833 Park 


Plaine, Parke Ridge, IL 60067. [SWP] 


Mid-Atlantic Radio Club. Become a part 
of one of the country's fastest growing vin- 
tage radio clubs. The Mid-Atlantic Antique 


_ Radio Club is an active group of radio col- 


lectors, restorers and historians. For a 
sample newsletter, write to Barry 
Zimmerman, MAARC Membership Chair, 
5825. Woodwinds Circle, Frederick, MD 
21703-7579. (301) 696-5561. [SWP] 


MAHLON LOOMIS 
INVENTOR OF RADIO 
By Thomas Appleby 
Second Printing 
Available From 
SVANHOLM RESEARCH 
LABORATORIES 
P.O. Box 81 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
Please Send $25.00 Donation 


With $5.00 for S & H 
[07/98] 
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The R.F. Connection — 


“SPECIALISTS IN RF CONNECTORS AND COAX” 
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RECEPTACLE 000 RIGHT ANGLE ADAPTER 
G-646 


MA-367U 


The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 11, Gaithersburg, MD. 20877 
301-840-5477 


JWO SERVICES 
ARRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, WS5YI, CQ, G. WEST, etc. 


Ham related books; software and video tapes — all at a discount! 
Code Tapes—Code Keys—Oscillators—Instructor Guides all class needs with one call! 
CALLBOOK CD-ROM, 1998! (List $49.95) Only $39.00. 
Latest Edition! QRZ, HAM RADIO! CD-ROM (List $29,95) Only $18.00. 
RF EXPOSURE AND YOU New! (List $15) 1-9, Only $13.95 

THE RADIO AMATEUR’S SATELLITE HANDBOOK New! (List $22) Only $20.25 

1996 ARRL HANDBOOK (List $38) Only a few left. Only $19.00! 

1997 ARRL HANDBOOK (List $38) Only a few left! Only $24.00! 

1998 ARRL HANDBOOK, New! (List $32) 1-9, Only $29.50. Call for larger quantity discount. 
NOW YOU’RE TALKING. Complete Novice-Tech and No Code License studY course. (List $19) 1-9 $17, 
10-up $16.50. 

ARRL’s TECH Q & A MANUAL. For Novice-Tech & No-Codé license. (List $12.95) 1-9 11.95; 10-up $11 
On-Line Catalog: wwwjwoservices.com - E-Mail address: johnw3istigateway.com 


“Only $0.40 handling per order plus actual shipping. J WO SERVICES 


John W. Obradovich, W3IS 
JWO SERVICES _ 12 Hickory Place, Camp Hill, PA 17011 
Catalog of Savings - FREE! Phone: (717) 731-4747 - Fax: (717) 730-9373 
Over 10 years of excellent service Worldwide Shipments. 


Texp - 
m=! We also accept Novus 


& Discover cards! 


around the world! 
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Auto Call Production Policy 


Deadline: The deadline for ALL sub- 
missions to Auto Call is the 1st day of 
the month prior to the month of publi- 
cation. When submitting via regular 
mail, time your mailing to ensure de- » 
livery by the Ist of the month. : 


Submitting Material to Aufo Call 


Submissions fot Auto Call will be accepted in the 
following formats: 


Electronically: Submissions are 
accepted via any of the major on line 
services directly or over the Internet. 
Use the format exactly as follows: 


Internet - JohnQueen@ AOL.com 

America On Line - JohnQueen 

AppleLink - johnqueen @ aol.com @internet# 
BitNet.- johnqueen%aol.com@cunyvm 
CompuServe - INTERNET:johnqueen @ aol.com 
Connect - johnqueen @aol.com 

Delphi - internet” johnqueen @aol.com” 
FidoNet - To johnqueen @aol.com<CR><CR> 
GEnie - johnqueen @aol.com @inet# 

MCI Mail - mbx: johnqueen @aol.com 
Prodigy - johnqueen @aol.com 


Regular Mail: Mail typewritten or 
és computer generated hard copy to: 
J-4>— John Queen, Editor, Auto Call 
Be | Magazine, 755 Woodland Way, 

Owings, MD 20736. Ensure that 
your printed material is dark enough for scanning. 


Computer Disk: Submissions are 
accepted on 3.5" or 5.25" computer 
disk, in either Macintosh or MS-DOS 
format, using Word, WordPerfect, or 


standard ASCII text files. Write your name, tele- 
phone number, and club name on the disk. Sub- 
mit graphic files (club logos, etc) in an EPS or TIFF 
format. Please verify the readibility of your com- 
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puter files before sending. If you want your com- 
puter disk returned immediately, include a SASE 
envelope with .32 postage. Otherwise, disks will 
be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 


Preparing Material for Submission 


Club Columns: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page in each issue for club columns. In 
determining space requirements, figure about 700 
words per page not including the space taken up 
by headings, photos, etc. Indent paragraphs .25" 
and double space to begin a new paragraph. Send 
club header information ONLY when different 
from what was published from previous month. 
The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material for space, content and/or applicability. 


Hamfests/Events: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page per year to promote one club spon- 
sored hamfest, convention, or special event. Sub-- 
mit clean black & white camera ready copy only 
by mail. Master copy should be in black ink on 
white paper and should be in proper page ratio, 
(Copy space is 7" wide by 9" high). Copy can be 
reduced or enlarged as necessary. Electronic sub- 
missions of Hamfest ads will not be accepted. 


Photographs: The editor will select the best 
photograph submitted for the cover each month. 
Photographs should depict club members, club sta- 
tions, or amateur radio related events that are cur- 
rent and noteworthy. Clubs may also submit pho- 
tographs for inclusion with their club column. Pho- 
tographs will be used in columns when space per- 
mits. Either B&W or color photos can be used. 
For each photograph submitted, write your name, 
phone number, and club name, along with a de- 
scription of the photograph on a piece of paper, — 
and tape it on the back of the photograph. Do not 
write on the back of your photo. If you want your 
photos returned immediately, include a SASE en- 
velope with sufficient postage. Otherwise, photos 
will be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 
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BENEFITS FOR YOU... 


QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 
Government Liason and more - - Much More! 


[secs APPLICATION acon 
} Name: Call: 
| Address: 


I City: State: Zip: 


| $31 in U.S. $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 and over, upon submitting one-time proof of age, may 
request special dues rate of $24 in the U.S. $36 elsewhere in U.S. funds. Persons age 21 and younger may qualify 


for special rates, write for application. For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance 
| for membership. 


y Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover #: 
i Signature: Expires: 


Atlantic Division Director 


“Kay C. Craigie, WT3P The American Radio Relay League 
5 Faggs Manor Lane 225 Main St. 
Raat 06s Newington, CT. 06111 USA 


OATIOW 
Sea = 
OT : 
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Please enter my subscription to Auto-Call: (ea New Ee Renewal | cin 


Mn 


~ 


Magazine Subscription Form 


For ee year Eh years. Subscription rate is only $8.00 per year. (You 
may also order a sample copy of the most recent issue for just $1.00 which 
will be applied fo your subscription). 


Noone: eee ee ee sald: 

Address: 

Civ mates ny mer are say hl ee ee State: Zip: 

Make check payable to the Foundation P.O. Box 7612 
For Amateur Radio and mail form to: Bel pede date 
or Amateur Radio an : apt a ae 


2... 
Pash Green Mtn. 
‘ ; i ae, 
Kent Island | DOSARC Antietam Oa 
Alexandria 
| 16 


10 1] 


Metro Comm | Carroll Co. Mid-Atlantic Capital City 


Frederick Exp Post Mt. Vernon Shenandoah QCWA 91 
Potomac Woodbridge p HEMARC 
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OVHA Antietam Montgomery Central MD 
Sterling Park Arlington Goddard Vienna 


QCWA 137 
24/31 25 26 
Calvert 
Adventist Green Mtn. Columbia MADRAS 
T-MARC St. Mary's 
Carroll Co. 


Bilis fb. | peat Meade. Nonprofit Organization | 
AE ‘tf iBE\EEE U.S. Postage Paid 


Arlington, VA 22210 
PO. Box 7612 Permit #757 
Falls Church, VA 
22040-7612 
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98/09 02649 
ALFRED A LAUN III | K3ZO 
PO Box 97 
Temple Hills = MD 20757-0097 


Address Service Requested 


